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About the College Board
7KH�&ROOHJH�%RDUG�LV�D�PLVVLRQ�GULYHQ�QRW�IRU�SURƮW�RUJDQL]DWLRQ�WKDW�FRQQHFWV�VWXGHQWV�WR�
FROOHJH�VXFFHVV�DQG�RSSRUWXQLW\��)RXQGHG�LQ�������WKH�&ROOHJH�%RDUG�ZDV�FUHDWHG�WR�H[SDQG�
DFFHVV�WR�KLJKHU�HGXFDWLRQ��7RGD\��WKH�PHPEHUVKLS�DVVRFLDWLRQ�LV�PDGH�XS�RI�RYHU�������RI�WKH�
ZRUOGŞV�OHDGLQJ�HGXFDWLRQDO�LQVWLWXWLRQV�DQG�LV�GHGLFDWHG�WR�SURPRWLQJ�H[FHOOHQFH�DQG�HTXLW\�
LQ�HGXFDWLRQ��(DFK�\HDU��WKH�&ROOHJH�%RDUG�KHOSV�PRUH�WKDQ�VHYHQ�PLOOLRQ�VWXGHQWV�SUHSDUH�
IRU�D�VXFFHVVIXO�WUDQVLWLRQ�WR�FROOHJH�WKURXJK�SURJUDPV�DQG�VHUYLFHV�LQ�FROOHJH�UHDGLQHVV�DQG�
FROOHJH�VXFFHVVŜLQFOXGLQJ�WKH�6$7® DQG�WKH�$GYDQFHG�3ODFHPHQW�3URJUDP®��7KH�RUJDQL]DWLRQ�
DOVR�VHUYHV�WKH�HGXFDWLRQ�FRPPXQLW\�WKURXJK�UHVHDUFK�DQG�DGYRFDF\�RQ�EHKDOI�RI�VWXGHQWV��
HGXFDWRUV��DQG�VFKRROV��)RU�IXUWKHU�LQIRUPDWLRQ��YLVLW�collegeboard.org��

The College Board 
����9HVH\�6WUHHW�
1HZ�<RUN��1<�������

The PSAT 8/9
7KH�36$7�����LV�WKH�ƮUVW�WHVW�LQ�WKH�6$7�6XLWH�RI�
$VVHVVPHQWV��/LNH�DOO�RI�WKH�WHVWV�LQ�WKH�6$7�6XLWH��LW�
KHOSV�VWXGHQWV�DQG�WHDFKHUV�ŠFKHFN�LQš�RQ�VWXGHQWVŞ�
SURJUHVV�DQG�SLQSRLQW�DUHDV�IRU�IRFXVHG�SUDFWLFH��

Contact Us 
EMAIL: SVDWKHOS#LQIR�FROOHJHERDUG�RUJ�
PHONE: ��������������8�6���

�����������������,QWHUQDWLRQDO�

HOURS OF OPERATION: ��D�P�ś��S�P��(67�

k������7KH�&ROOHJH�%RDUG��&ROOHJH�%RDUG��$GYDQFHG�3ODFHPHQW�3URJUDP��$3��6$7��DQG�WKH�DFRUQ�ORJR�DUH�
UHJLVWHUHG�WUDGHPDUNV�RI�WKH�&ROOHJH�%RDUG��36$7�LV�D�WUDGHPDUN�RZQHG�E\�WKH�&ROOHJH�%RDUG��36$7�10647�
LV�D�UHJLVWHUHG�WUDGHPDUN�RI�WKH�&ROOHJH�%RDUG�DQG�1DWLRQDO�0HULW�6FKRODUVKLS�&RUSRUDWLRQ��$OO�RWKHU�PDUNV�
DUH�WKH�SURSHUW\�RI�WKHLU�UHVSHFWLYH�RZQHUV��9LVLW�WKH�&ROOHJH�%RDUG�RQ�WKH�ZHE��collegeboard.org��

.KDQ�$FDGHP\�LV�D�UHJLVWHUHG�WUDGHPDUN�LQ�WKH�8QLWHG�6WDWHV�DQG�RWKHU�MXULVGLFWLRQV�� ����������
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Contents
�� The PSAT 8/9: What Do You Need to Know? 

�� 7HVWLQJ�'DWHV�

�� :KDW�'RHV�WKH�36$7�����0HDVXUH"�

�� :K\�7DNH�WKH�7HVW"�

�� :KR�&DQ�+HOS�LI�,�+DYH�4XHVWLRQV"�

�� :KDW�6KRXOG�,�%ULQJ�RQ�7HVW�'D\"�

�� +RZ�'R�,�3UHSDUH"�

�� 36$7�����6FRUHV�

�� 8VH�DQG�'LVWULEXWLRQ�RI�6FRUHV�DQG�6WXGHQW�
,QIRUPDWLRQ�

�� 7HVWLQJ�$FFRPPRGDWLRQV�

2  Test Regulations 

�� *URXQGV�IRU�6FRUH�&DQFHOODWLRQ�

�� 7HVW�)DLUQHVV�5HYLHZ�

�� 4XHVWLRQLQJ�D�7HVW�4XHVWLRQ�

�� Evidence-Based Reading and Writing 

�� 5HDGLQJ�7HVW�2YHUYLHZ�

�� 5HDGLQJ�7HVW��6DPSOH�4XHVWLRQV�

�� :ULWLQJ�DQG�/DQJXDJH�7HVW�2YHUYLHZ�

�� :ULWLQJ�DQG�/DQJXDJH�7HVW��6DPSOH�
4XHVWLRQV�

��� Math 

��� 0DWK�7HVW�2YHUYLHZ�

��� $FFHSWDEOH�&DOFXODWRUV�

��� 0DWK�7HVW�ś�1R�&DOFXODWRU��6DPSOH�4XHVWLRQV�

��� 0DWK�7HVW�ś�&DOFXODWRU��6DPSOH�4XHVWLRQV�

��� Sample Answer Sheet 

The PSAT 8/9: What Do You Need to Know?
Testing Dates
Fall: 6HSWHPEHU�����������WKURXJK�-DQXDU\����������
Spring: )HEUXDU\�����������WKURXJK�$SULO����������

What Does the 
PSAT 8/9 Measure?
7KH�36$7�����PHDVXUHV�UHDGLQJ��ZULWLQJ�DQG�ODQJXDJH��
DQG�PDWK�VNLOOV�OHDUQHG�ERWK�LQ�DQG�RXW�RI�VFKRRO��

<RX�ZRQŞW�EH�DVNHG�WR�UHFDOO�IDFWV�IURP�OLWHUDWXUH��KLVWRU\��
RU�VFLHQFH��RU�WR�FRPSOHWH�PDWK�IRUPXODV��EHFDXVH�WKLV�
WHVW�PHDVXUHV�\RXU�UHDVRQLQJ�DQG�FULWLFDO�WKLQNLQJ�VNLOOV��

Why Take the Test?
� <RXŞOO�VHH�ZKHUH�\RXU�VWUHQJWKV�DUH�DQG�ZKHUH�\RX

FDQ�LPSURYH�GXULQJ�KLJK�VFKRRO��

� ,I�\RXŞUH�LQ�WKH�QLQWK�JUDGH��\RXU�WHVW�UHVXOWV
ZLOO�OHW�\RX�NQRZ�LI�\RX�VKRXOG�FKHFN�RXW�$3® 

:RUOG�+LVWRU\�RU�$3�(XURSHDQ�+LVWRU\��*R�WR
apstudent.collegeboard.org IRU�PRUH�LQIRUPDWLRQ�

� :KHQ�\RX�JHW�\RXU�WHVW�UHVXOWV��LI�\RXŞUH�RYHU�DJH���
\RX�FDQ�FUHDWH�&ROOHJH�%RDUG�DQG�.KDQ�$FDGHP\® 

DFFRXQWV�DQG�OLQN�WKHP�WR�JHW�IUHH��SHUVRQDOL]HG
VWXG\�UHFRPPHQGDWLRQV�DW�satpractice.org�

Who Can Help if I 
Have Questions?
<RXU�WHDFKHU�RU�FRXQVHORU�ZLOO�KDYH�WKH�DQVZHUV�WR�
PRVW�RI�\RXU�TXHVWLRQV��)RU�PRUH�KHOS��VHH�WKH�FRQWDFW�
LQIRUPDWLRQ�RQ�WKH�SUHYLRXV�SDJH��

What Should I Bring 
on Test Day?
� 1R����SHQFLOV�ZLWK�HUDVHUV��PHFKDQLFDO

SHQFLOV�DUH�QRW�DOORZHG�  
� $FFHSWDEOH�FDOFXODWRU��VHH�SDJH����

� <RXU�6WXGHQW�,'�QXPEHU�RU�6RFLDO�6HFXULW\�QXPEHU
�\RXU�VFKRRO�ZLOO�WHOO�\RX�ZKLFK�\RX�QHHG�

� &XUUHQW�DQG�YDOLG�VFKRRO��RU�JRYHUQPHQW�LVVXHG
SKRWR�,'��LI�\RX�DUH�QRW�WHVWLQJ�DW�WKH�VFKRRO�\RX
QRUPDOO\�DWWHQG��PRUH�LQIRUPDWLRQ�DERXW�,'V�LV
DYDLODEOH�DW�sat.org/id-requirements�

How Do I Prepare?
� Go to collegeboard.org/about-psat-8-9 to get

PRUH�LQIRUPDWLRQ�DERXW�SUHSDULQJ�IRU�WKH�WHVW��
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PSAT 8/9 Scores
,Q�DURXQG�WZR�PRQWKV��\RXU�VFKRRO�ZLOO�UHFHLYH�\RXU�
36$7�����6FRUH�5HSRUW��ZKLFK�ZLOO�WKHQ�EH�JLYHQ�
WR�\RX��<RXU�VFRUH�UHSRUW�ZLOO�LQFOXGH�D�WRWDO�VFRUH��
VHFWLRQ�VFRUHV��WHVW�VFRUHV��FURVV�WHVW�VFRUHV��DQG�
VXEVFRUHVŜDOO�RI�ZKLFK�ZLOO�JLYH�\RX�EHWWHU�LQVLJKW�
LQWR�\RXU�SHUIRUPDQFH��,I�\RXŞUH�DJH����RU�RYHU��YLVLW�
studentscores.collegeboard.org ZKHQ�\RX�JHW�\RXU�
VFRUH�UHSRUW�WR�OHDUQ�PRUH�DERXW�ZKDW�WKHVH�VFRUHV�PHDQ��

7KH�VFRUH�UHSRUW�ZLOO�DOVR�VKRZ�WKH�FRUUHFW�DQVZHUV��
WKH�DQVZHUV�\RX�JDYH��DQG�WKH�GLƱFXOW\�OHYHO�RI�
HDFK�TXHVWLRQ��,I�\RX�KDYHQŞW�UHFHLYHG�\RXU�VFRUH�
UHSRUW�ZLWKLQ�WKUHH�PRQWKV�RI�WDNLQJ�WKH�36$7������VHH�
\RXU�WHDFKHU�RU�FRXQVHORU��

Use and Distribution of Scores 
and Student Information 
:KHQ�\RX�WDNH�WKH�36$7�����DQG�VLJQ�WKH�DQVZHU�VKHHW��
\RX�DFNQRZOHGJH�WKDW�\RX�XQGHUVWDQG�KRZ�\RXU�VFRUHV�
DQG�SHUVRQDO�LQIRUPDWLRQ�ZLOO�EH�XVHG��

6RPH�VFKRROV��GLVWULFWV��DQG�VWDWHV�UHFHLYH�36$7�����
VFRUHV�ZLWK�RWKHU�LQIRUPDWLRQ�DERXW�WKHLU�VWXGHQWV��7KH�
&ROOHJH�%RDUG�GRHV�QRW�VKDUH�\RXU�36$7�����WHVW�UHVXOWV�
ZLWK�WKLUG�SDUWLHV��

,I�\RXU�VFKRRO�SDUWLFLSDWHV�LQ�WKH�36$7�����WKURXJK�D�
EXON�UHJLVWUDWLRQ�SURFHVV��WKH�&ROOHJH�%RDUG�PD\�UHFHLYH�
\RXU�SHUVRQDO�LQIRUPDWLRQ��LQFOXGLQJ�ƮUVW�QDPH��ODVW�
QDPH��VH[��GDWH�RI�ELUWK��DQG�PDLOLQJ�DGGUHVV��IURP�\RXU�
VFKRRO��7KLV�LQIRUPDWLRQ�ZLOO�EH�NHSW�VHFXUH�DQG�DGGHG�
WR�\RXU�SHUPDQHQW�&ROOHJH�%RDUG�UHFRUG�WR�EH�XVHG�IRU�
VFRUH�UHSRUWLQJ�DQG�WKH�RWKHU�SXUSRVHV�RXWOLQHG�LQ�WKLV�
JXLGH�DQG�LQ�UHJLVWUDWLRQ�PDWHULDOV��%\�WDNLQJ�WKH�36$7�
����DQG�VLJQLQJ�WKH�DQVZHU�VKHHW��\RX�DFNQRZOHGJH�
WKDW�\RXU�VFKRRO�KDV�VXSSOLHG�WKLV�LQIRUPDWLRQ�WR�WKH�
&ROOHJH�%RDUG�DQG�WKDW�\RX�FRQVHQW�WR�WKH�&ROOHJH�%RDUG�
UHWDLQLQJ�WKLV�LQIRUPDWLRQ��

Testing Accommodations
7HVWLQJ�DFFRPPRGDWLRQV��VXFK�DV�EUDLOOH��ODUJH�
SULQW�WHVW�ERRNV��DQG�H[WHQGHG�WLPH��DUH�DYDLODEOH�
IRU�DOO�&ROOHJH�%RDUG�WHVWV�� )RU�WKH�36$7������\RXU�
VFKRRO�ZLOO�GHWHUPLQH�ZKLFK�DFFRPPRGDWLRQV�
DUH�DSSURSULDWH���,I�\RX�WDNH�RWKHU�&ROOHJH�%RDUG�
WHVWV��VXFK�DV�WKH�36$7�10647® RU�6$7��\RXŞOO�
QHHG�WR�VXEPLW�D�UHTXHVW�WR�WKH�&ROOHJH�%RDUG�
IRU�DSSURYDO�WR�XVH�DFFRPPRGDWLRQV���,I�\RX�
KDYH�D�GLVDELOLW\�DQG�KDYHQŞW�EHHQ�DSSURYHG�IRU�
DFFRPPRGDWLRQV�E\�\RXU�VFKRRO��VSHDN�WR�\RXU�
FRXQVHORU�RU�WHDFKHU�DQG�KDYH�\RXU�SDUHQWV�WDON�WR�
\RXU�VFKRRO�DERXW�LWV�DFFRPPRGDWLRQV�SURFHVV��

Test Regulations
:KHQ�\RX�WDNH�WKH�WHVW��\RXŞOO�EH�DVNHG�WR�UHDG�DQG�
VLJQ�D�VWDWHPHQW�VD\LQJ�WKDW�\RX�DJUHH�WR�IROORZ�WKH�
WHVW�JXLGHOLQHV�DQG�UHJXODWLRQV��7KRVH�JXLGHOLQHV�DUH�
detailed in this Student Guide��VR�SOHDVH�UHDG�LW�FDUHIXOO\��
Standard rules and regulations give all students 
WKH�VDPH�RSSRUWXQLW\�DQG�SUHYHQW�DQ\�VWXGHQW�IURP�
KDYLQJ�DQ�XQIDLU�DGYDQWDJH��,I�\RX�GRQŞW�IROORZ�WKHVH�
WHVW�UHJXODWLRQV�RU�DQ\�LQVWUXFWLRQV�JLYHQ�E\�WKH�WHVW�
VXSHUYLVRU��\RXU�VFRUHV�PD\�EH�FDQFHOHG��<RX�FDQ�UHDG�
PRUH�DERXW�JURXQGV�IRU�VFRUH�FDQFHOODWLRQ�RQ�SDJH����

� 0DUN�\RXU�DQVZHUV�RQ�WKH�DQVZHU�VKHHW��<RX�ZLOO�QRW
UHFHLYH�FUHGLW�IRU�DQ\WKLQJ�ZULWWHQ�LQ�WKH�WHVW�ERRN�
<RX�PD\�QRW�OHDYH�WKH�URRP�ZLWK�\RXU�WHVW�ERRN��<RX
PD\�XVH�RQO\�\RXU�WHVW�ERRN�IRU�VFUDWFK�ZRUN��XQOHVV
DSSURYHG�E\�\RXU�VFKRRO�IRU�DQ�DFFRPPRGDWLRQ��

� <RX�PD\�XVH�DQ�DFFHSWDEOH�FDOFXODWRU��VHH
Š$FFHSWDEOH�&DOFXODWRUV�š�SDJH�����RQO\�GXULQJ�WKH
0DWK�7HVW�ś�&DOFXODWRU�SRUWLRQ�RI�WKH�36$7�����
\RX�PD\�QRW�KDYH�D�FDOFXODWRU�RQ�\RXU�GHVN�IRU
DQ\�RWKHU�SDUW�RI�WKH�WHVW��DQG�\RX�PD\�QRW�VKDUH�D
FDOFXODWRU�GXULQJ�WKH�WHVW�RU�GXULQJ�EUHDNV��<RX�PD\
RQO\�XVH�RQH�FDOFXODWRU�DW�DQ\�JLYHQ�WLPHŜLI�\RX
EURXJKW�D�VHFRQG�RQH�IRU�EDFNXS��LW�PXVW�EH�NHSW
XQGHU�\RXU�GHVN�

� <RX�DUH�QRW�DOORZHG�WR�XVH�SURWUDFWRUV��FRPSDVVHV�
UXOHUV��FXWWLQJ�GHYLFHV��HDUSOXJV��VFUDWFK�SDSHU�
QRWHV��ERRNV��GLFWLRQDULHV��RU�UHIHUHQFHV�RI�DQ\�NLQG�
SDPSKOHWV��SHQV��PHFKDQLFDO�SHQFLOV��KLJKOLJKWHUV�
RU�FRORUHG�SHQFLOV��OLVWHQLQJ��UHFRUGLQJ��FRS\LQJ��RU
SKRWRJUDSKLF�GHYLFHV��RU�DQ\�RWKHU�DLGV�

� <RX�PD\�EULQJ�VQDFNV�RU�GULQNV�WR�KDYH�GXULQJ
D�EUHDN��7KH\�PXVW�EH�SODFHG�XQGHU�\RXU�GHVN
GXULQJ�WHVWLQJ�

� <RX�PD\�QRW�XVH�SKRQHV�RU�RWKHU�SURKLELWHG�HOHFWURQLF
GHYLFHV�GXULQJ�WKH�WHVW�RU�EUHDNV��3URKLELWHG�GHYLFHV
LQFOXGH��EXW�DUH�QRW�OLPLWHG�WR��SKRQHV��DXGLR�SOD\HUV�
UHFRUGHUV��WDEOHWV��ODSWRSV��QRWHERRNV��RU�DQ\�RWKHU
SHUVRQDO�FRPSXWLQJ�GHYLFHV��WLPHUV�RI�DQ\�W\SH�
FDPHUDV�RU�RWKHU�SKRWRJUDSKLF�HTXLSPHQW��DQG
DQ\�GHYLFHV��LQFOXGLQJ�VPDUWZDWFKHV��WKDW�FDQ�EH
XVHG�WR�UHFRUG��WUDQVPLW��UHFHLYH��RU�SOD\�EDFN�DXGLR�
SKRWRJUDSKLF��WH[W��RU�YLGHR�FRQWHQW��7KHVH�GHYLFHV
PXVW�EH�SRZHUHG�RƬ�DQG�SODFHG�XQGHU�\RXU�GHVN�
XQOHVV�WKH\�DUH�FROOHFWHG�E\�\RXU�VFKRRO�EHIRUH�WKH
WHVW��,I�\RXU�ZDWFK�KDV�DQ�DODUP��\RX�PXVW�WXUQ�WKDW
RƬ�DV�ZHOO��,I�\RXU�SKRQH�PDNHV�QRLVH��RU�\RXŞUH
VHHQ�XVLQJ�LW�DW�DQ\�WLPH��LQFOXGLQJ�GXULQJ�EUHDNV��
\RXŞOO�EH�GLVPLVVHG�LPPHGLDWHO\��\RXU�VFRUHV�ZLOO�EH
FDQFHOHG��DQG�WKH�GHYLFH�PD\�EH�FRQƮVFDWHG�DQG�LWV
FRQWHQWV�LQVSHFWHG�

2
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� <RX�PD\�QRW�JLYH�RU�UHFHLYH�DVVLVWDQFH�RU�GLVWXUE
RWKHUV�GXULQJ�WKH�WHVW�RU�EUHDNV�

� <RX�FDQŞW�VNLS�DKHDG�RU�JR�EDFN�WR�D�SUHYLRXV�WHVW
VHFWLRQ�ZKLOH�WDNLQJ�WKH�36$7�����

� <RX�FDQ�WDNH�WKH�36$7�����RQO\�RQFH�HDFK�WHVW
DGPLQLVWUDWLRQ��7KH�36$7�����FDQ�EH�WDNHQ�RQFH�LQ
WKH�IDOO�DQG�RQFH�LQ�WKH�VSULQJ��

� $OO�VWXGHQWV�LQ�\RXU�VFKRRO�WDNLQJ�WKH�36$7����
PXVW�WHVW�DW�WKH�VDPH�WLPH���5HDG�DERXW�VSHFLDO
DUUDQJHPHQWV�DQG�WHVWLQJ�DFFRPPRGDWLRQV�IRU
VWXGHQWV�ZLWK�GLVDELOLWLHV�RQ�SDJH����

� ,I�\RX�EHFRPH�LOO�DQG�RU�PXVW�OHDYH�GXULQJ�WKH
WHVW��RU�LI�IRU�DQ\�RWKHU�UHDVRQ�\RX�GRQŞW�ZDQW�\RXU
WHVW�VFRUHG��\RX�PD\�DVN�WKH�WHVW�VXSHUYLVRU�WR
GHVWUR\�\RXU�DQVZHU�VKHHW�EHIRUH�\RX�OHDYH�WKH
WHVWLQJ�URRP��$IWHU�\RX�OHDYH�WKH�WHVWLQJ�URRP�
DQ\�GHFLVLRQ�WR�ZLWKGUDZ�\RXU�DQVZHU�VKHHW�IURP
VFRULQJ�PXVW�EH�UHSRUWHG�LPPHGLDWHO\�WR�WKH�WHVW
VXSHUYLVRU���6HH�FRQWDFW�LQIRUPDWLRQ�RQ�SDJH�LL��

� <RX�PD\�QRW�GLVFXVV�WKH�FRQWHQWV�RI�WKH�WHVW
ZLWK�DQ\RQH�HOVH��RU�VKDUH�WKHP�WKURXJK�DQ\
PHDQV��LQFOXGLQJ�EXW�QRW�OLPLWHG�WR�HPDLOV�
WH[W�PHVVDJHV��DQG�WKH�LQWHUQHW��XQWLO�DIWHU
VFRUH�UHSRUWV�KDYH�EHHQ�GLVWULEXWHG�

� 0HPEHUV�RI�\RXU�KRXVHKROG�RU�LPPHGLDWH�IDPLO\
PD\�QRW�VHUYH�DV�36$7�����VXSHUYLVRUV��DVVRFLDWH
VXSHUYLVRUV��FRRUGLQDWRUV��RU�SURFWRUV��HYHQ�DW�D
GLƬHUHQW�VFKRRO��GXULQJ�WKH�VHDVRQ��VSULQJ�RU�IDOO��WKDW
\RX�WDNH�WKH�WHVW�

Grounds for Score Cancellation 
7R�UHSRUW�VFRUHV�WKDW�DFFXUDWHO\�UHưHFW�SHUIRUPDQFH��
(76��RQ�EHKDOI�RI�WKH�&ROOHJH�%RDUG��PDLQWDLQV�WHVW�
DGPLQLVWUDWLRQ�DQG�VHFXULW\�VWDQGDUGV�GHVLJQHG�WR�JLYH�
DOO�VWXGHQWV�WKH�VDPH�FKDQFH�WR�VKRZ�WKHLU�VNLOOV�DQG�
NQRZOHGJH�DQG�WR�SUHYHQW�DQ\�VWXGHQW�IURP�JDLQLQJ�DQ�
XQIDLU�DGYDQWDJH��(76�UHYLHZV�LUUHJXODULWLHV�DQG�WHVW�VFRUHV�
LW�EHOLHYHV�KDYH�EHHQ�HDUQHG�XQGHU�XQXVXDO�FLUFXPVWDQFHV��

� 6WXGHQWV�PD\�EH�GLVPLVVHG�IURP�WKH�WHVWLQJ�URRP
DQG�WKHLU�DQVZHU�VKHHWV�PD\�EH�GHVWUR\HG�LI�WKH\
GRQŞW�IROORZ�WHVW�UHJXODWLRQV�RU�LQVWUXFWLRQV�JLYHQ
E\�WKH�WHVW�VXSHUYLVRU��2QFH�DQVZHU�VKHHWV�DUH
VXEPLWWHG�IRU�VFRULQJ��(76�UHVHUYHV�WKH�ULJKW�QRW�WR
VFRUH�WKH�DQVZHU�VKHHW�RI�D�VWXGHQW�ZKR�HQJDJHG�LQ
PLVFRQGXFW�RU�ZDV�LQYROYHG�LQ�D�WHVWLQJ�LUUHJXODULW\�

� (76�UHVHUYHV�WKH�ULJKW�WR�FDQFHO�VFRUHV�LI�WKHUH�LV
UHDVRQ�WR�GRXEW�WKHLU�YDOLGLW\��%HIRUH�DFWLQJ��(76
ZLOO�OHW�WKH�VWXGHQW�NQRZ�WKH�UHDVRQV�IRU�TXHVWLRQLQJ
WKH�VFRUHV�DQG�ZLOO�JLYH�WKH�VWXGHQW�DQ�RSSRUWXQLW\
WR�SURYLGH�DGGLWLRQDO�LQIRUPDWLRQ��FRQƮUP�WKH
VFRUHV�E\�WDNLQJ�DQRWKHU�36$7������RU�FDQFHO�WKH

VFRUHV��7KH�VWXGHQW�PD\�DOVR�UHTXHVW�DUELWUDWLRQ�
LQ�DFFRUGDQFH�ZLWK�(76ŞV�6WDQGDUG�$UELWUDWLRQ�
$JUHHPHQW��,I�EHIRUH��GXULQJ��RU�DIWHU�D�UHYLHZ�RI�
TXHVWLRQDEOH�VFRUHV�(76�ƮQGV�WKDW�PLVFRQGXFW�KDV�
RFFXUUHG�LQ�FRQQHFWLRQ�ZLWK�D�WHVW��WKHVH�RSWLRQV�ZLOO�
QRW�EH�DYDLODEOH�HYHQ�LI�SUHYLRXVO\�RƬHUHG��

� 6FRUH�UHYLHZV�DUH�FRQƮGHQWLDO��,I�LWŞV�QHFHVVDU\�WR
FDQFHO�UHSRUWHG�VFRUHV��(76�ZLOO�QRWLI\�VFRUH�XVHUV�
EXW�WKH�UHDVRQV�IRU�FDQFHOODWLRQ�ZLOO�QRW�EH�GLVFORVHG�
7KLV�SROLF\�GRHV�QRW�QHFHVVDULO\�DSSO\�LQ�JURXS�FDVHV�

Test Fairness Review 
$OO�QHZ�36$7�����WHVW�TXHVWLRQV�DQG�FRPSOHWH�
QHZ�HGLWLRQV�RI�WKH�WHVWV�DUH�UHYLHZHG�E\�H[WHUQDO��
LQGHSHQGHQW�HGXFDWRUV�WKURXJKRXW�WKH�8QLWHG�6WDWHV��
7KHVH�UHYLHZV�KHOS�HQVXUH�WKDW�ZRUGLQJ�DQG�FRQWHQW�DUH�
FOHDU�DQG�UHOHYDQW�DQG�XVH�ODQJXDJH�WKDWŞV�QRW�RƬHQVLYH�
WR�RU�LQDSSURSULDWH�IRU�DQ\�SDUWLFXODU�JURXS�RI�VWXGHQWV�
EDVHG�RQ�UDFH�HWKQLFLW\�RU�JHQGHU��$VVHVVPHQW�VWDƬ�
HQVXUH�WKDW�WKH�WHVW�DV�D�ZKROH�UHIHUHQFHV�PHQ�DQG�
ZRPHQ�DQG�LQGLYLGXDOV�IURP�YDULHG�UDFLDO��HWKQLF��DQG�
FXOWXUDO�EDFNJURXQGV��8VLQJ�VWDWLVWLFV��ZH�LGHQWLI\�
TXHVWLRQV�WKDW�DUH�KDUGHU�IRU�D�JURXS�RI�VWXGHQWV�WR�
DQVZHU�FRUUHFWO\�WKDQ�ZRXOG�EH�H[SHFWHG�JLYHQ�WKHLU�
SHUIRUPDQFH�RQ�RWKHU�TXHVWLRQV�LQ�WKH�WHVW��WKHVH�
TXHVWLRQV�DUH�H[FOXGHG�IURP�DSSHDULQJ�RQ�WHVWV��

Questioning a Test Question 
,I�\RX�ƮQG�ZKDW�\RX�FRQVLGHU�WR�EH�DQ�HUURU�RU�
DPELJXLW\�LQ�D�WHVW�TXHVWLRQ��WHOO�WKH�WHVW�VXSHUYLVRU�
LPPHGLDWHO\�DIWHU�WKH�WHVW��<RX�PD\�DOVR�ZULWH�WR��

$VVHVVPHQW�'HVLJQ�DQG�'HYHORSPHQW�
The College Board 
����9HVH\�6WUHHW�
1HZ�<RUN��1<�������

2U�VHQG�DQ�HPDLO�WR�psatquestion@collegeboard.org��

� ,Q�\RXU�LQTXLU\��VWDWH�\RXU�IXOO�QDPH�DQG�PDLOLQJ
DGGUHVV��WKH�GDWH�\RX�WRRN�WKH�36$7������WKH�QDPH
DQG�DGGUHVV�RI�WKH�VFKRRO�ZKHUH�\RX�WRRN�WKH�WHVW�
WKH�WHVW�VHFWLRQ��WKH�WHVW�TXHVWLRQ��DV�ZHOO�DV�\RX
FDQ�UHPHPEHU���DQG�DQ�H[SODQDWLRQ�RI�\RXU�FRQFHUQ
DERXW�WKH�TXHVWLRQ�

� 7KH�&ROOHJH�%RDUG�ZLOO�VHQG�\RX�D�ZULWWHQ�UHVSRQVH
DIWHU�ZH�UHYLHZ�\RXU�LQTXLU\�

NOTE: We will not respond by email, so please include 

your full name and mailing address. 
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(YLGHQFH�%DVHG�5HDGLQJ�DQG�:ULWLQJ̞Reading Test Overview

Evidence-Based Reading and Writing
7KH�(YLGHQFH�%DVHG�5HDGLQJ�DQG�:ULWLQJ�VHFWLRQ�LV� Tips for the Reading Test
FRPSRVHG�RI�WZR�WHVWV�WKDW�DVVHVV�GLƬHUHQW�EXW�UHODWHG�
VNLOOV�DQG�NQRZOHGJH��7KH�5HDGLQJ�7HVW�JLYHV�\RX�D�
FKDQFH�WR�VKRZ�KRZ�ZHOO�\RX�XQGHUVWDQG�ZKDW�\RX�
UHDG��7KH�:ULWLQJ�DQG�/DQJXDJH�7HVW�DVNV�\RX�WR�UHYLVH�
DQG�HGLW�WH[W��

7KLV�VHFWLRQ�KDV�IRXU�GLVWLQFWLYH�IHDWXUHV��

� Emphasis on words in context: Both tests
PHDVXUH�\RXU�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�RI�WKH�PHDQLQJ
DQG�XVH�RI�ZRUGV�DQG�SKUDVHV�LQ�WKH�FRQWH[W�RI
H[WHQGHG�SDVVDJHV�

� Emphasis on command of evidence: Both tests
UHTXLUH�\RX�WR�GHPRQVWUDWH�\RXU�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�RI
KRZ�DXWKRUV�XVH�HYLGHQFH�WR�VXSSRUW�DQG�GHYHORS
WKHLU�FODLPV�DQG�SRLQWV�

� Inclusion of informational graphics: Both tests
FRQWDLQ�GDWD�SUHVHQWHG�LQ�WDEOHV��JUDSKV��FKDUWV�
DQG�WKH�OLNH��ZKLFK�\RX�PXVW�LQWHUSUHW�DQG�LQWHJUDWH
ZLWK�LQIRUPDWLRQ�LQ�D�SDVVDJH�

� Variations in text complexity: The passages on
ERWK�WHVWV�UDQJH�LQ�GLƱFXOW\�IURP�WKRVH�IRXQG
LQ�JUDGHV��ś���WR�WKRVH�IRXQG�LQ�FROOHJH�HQWU\�
FUHGLW�EHDULQJ�SRVWVHFRQGDU\�FRXUVHV�

Reading Test Overview
7KH�5HDGLQJ�7HVW�JLYHV�\RX�D�FKDQFH�WR�VKRZ�KRZ�ZHOO�
\RX�XQGHUVWDQG�ZKDW�\RX�UHDG��

� Total questions: ���TXHVWLRQV�ZLWK�PXOWLSOH�FKRLFH
responses

� Time allotted: 55 minutes

� &DOFXODWRUV�PD\�QRW�EH�XVHG�RU�EH�RQ�\RXU�GHVN�

About the Passages
5HDGLQJ�SDVVDJHV�UDQJH�LQ�OHQJWK�IURP�DERXW�����WR�
����ZRUGV�DQG�FRPH�IURP�D�YDULHW\�RI�ƮHOGV��LQFOXGLQJ�
8�6��DQG�ZRUOG�OLWHUDWXUH��KLVWRU\�VRFLDO�VWXGLHV��
DQG�VFLHQFH��6RPH�SDVVDJHV�DUH�DFFRPSDQLHG�E\�
LQIRUPDWLRQDO�JUDSKLFV�VXFK�DV�WDEOHV��JUDSKV��RU�
FKDUWV��TXHVWLRQV�DVN�\RX�WR�LQWHUSUHW�GDWD�DQG�WR�
V\QWKHVL]H�LQIRUPDWLRQ�SUHVHQWHG�JUDSKLFDOO\�ZLWK�WKDW�
LQ�WKH�DVVRFLDWHG�SDVVDJH���0DWKHPDWLFDO�FRPSXWDWLRQ�
LV�QRW�UHTXLUHG�WR�DQVZHU�WKHVH�TXHVWLRQV���3DVVDJHV�
WKDW�KDYH�VLPLODU�VXEMHFW�PDWWHU�DUH�VRPHWLPHV�SDLUHG�
DQG�DFFRPSDQLHG�E\�TXHVWLRQV�WKDW�UHTXLUH�\RX�WR�PDNH�
LPSRUWDQW�FRQQHFWLRQV�EHWZHHQ�WKH�SDVVDJHV�DV�ZHOO�DV�
WR�XQGHUVWDQG�HDFK�SDVVDJH�RQ�LWV�RZQ��

7R�DQVZHU�HDFK�TXHVWLRQ��FRQVLGHU�ZKDW�WKH�SDVVDJH�V��
VD\�GLUHFWO\��DQG�XVH�FDUHIXO�UHDVRQLQJ�WR�GUDZ�
VXSSRUWDEOH�LQIHUHQFHV�DQG�FRQFOXVLRQV�IURP�WKH�
SDVVDJH�V���7KH�EHVW�DQVZHU�WR�HDFK�TXHVWLRQ�LV�GHULYHG�
IURP�ZKDW�LV�VWDWHG�RU�LPSOLHG�LQ�WKH�SDVVDJH�V��UDWKHU�
WKDQ�IURP�SULRU�NQRZOHGJH�RI�WKH�WRSLFV�FRYHUHG��$OO�RI�
WKH�TXHVWLRQV�DUH�SDVVDJH�EDVHG��

� 5HDGLQJ�FDUHIXOO\�LV�WKH�NH\�WR�ƮQGLQJ�WKH�EHVW
DQVZHU�WR�HDFK�TXHVWLRQ��7KH�LQIRUPDWLRQ�\RX�QHHG
WR�DQVZHU�HDFK�5HDGLQJ�7HVW�TXHVWLRQ�LV�DOZD\V�LQ
WKH�SDVVDJH�V���'RQŞW�EH�PLVOHG�E\�DQ�DQVZHU�WKDW
ORRNV�FRUUHFW�EXW�LVQŞW�VXSSRUWHG�E\�WKH�DFWXDO�WH[W
RI�WKH�SDVVDJH�V��

� 7KH�TXHVWLRQV�GRQŞW�LQFUHDVH�LQ�GLƱFXOW\�IURP�eDV\
WR�KDUG��,QVWHDG��WKH\�DUH�SUHVHQWHG�DV�ORJLFDOO\�DV
SRVVLEOH��ZLWK�JHQHUDO�TXHVWLRQV�DERXW�FHQWUDO�LGHDV
DQG�WKHPHV��SRLQW�RI�YLHZ��RYHUDOO�WH[W�VWUXFWXUH�
DQG�WKH�OLNH�FRPLQJ�HDUO\�LQ�WKH�VHTXHQFH��$IWHU�WKDW
FRPH�PRUH�VSHFLƮF�TXHVWLRQV�DERXW�VXFK�PDWWHUV�DV
IDFWV��GHWDLOV��DQG�ZRUGV�LQ�FRQWH[W�

� 6WD\�ZLWK�D�SDVVDJH�XQWLO�\RX�KDYH�DQVZHUHG
DV�PDQ\�TXHVWLRQV�DV�\RX�FDQ�EHIRUH�\RX�SURFHHG
WR�WKH�QH[W�SDVVDJH��'RQŞW�MXPS�IURP�SDVVDJH
WR�SDVVDJH�

� 7KH�TXHVWLRQV�RIWHQ�LQFOXGH�UHIHUHQFHV�WR�KHOS
GLUHFW�\RX�WR�UHOHYDQW�SDUW�V��RI�WKH�SDVVDJH�V���<RX
PD\�KDYH�WR�ORRN�HOVHZKHUH�LQ�WKH�SDVVDJH��KRZHYHU�
LQ�RUGHU�WR�ƮQG�WKH�EHVW�DQVZHU�WR�WKH�TXHVWLRQ�

� ,Q�\RXU�WHVW�ERRNOHW��PDUN�HDFK�TXHVWLRQ�\RX�VNLS
VR�WKDW�\RX�FDQ�HDVLO\�JR�EDFN�WR�LW�ODWHU�LI�\RX
KDYH�WLPH�

� 5HPHPEHU�WKDW�DOO�TXHVWLRQV�DUH�ZRUWK�RQH�SRLQW
UHJDUGOHVV�RI�WKH�W\SH�RU�GLƱFXOW\��<RX�GR�QRW�ORVH
SRLQWV�IRU�JXHVVLQJ�ZURQJ��VR�\RX�VKRXOG�WU\�WR
DQVZHU�HDFK�TXHVWLRQ�DV�EHVW�\RX�FDQ�

Sample Reading Test Materials
2Q�WKH�IROORZLQJ�SDJHV�DUH�VDPSOHV�RI�WKH�NLQGV�RI�
5HDGLQJ�7HVW�SDVVDJHV�DQG�TXHVWLRQV�WKDW�\RX�PD\�
VHH�RQ�\RXU�WHVW��)RU�HDFK�VHW�RI�VDPSOH�PDWHULDOV��

� 5HDG�WKH�SDVVDJH�FDUHIXOO\�

� 'HFLGH�RQ�WKH�EHVW�DQVZHU�WR�HDFK�TXHVWLRQ�

� 5HDG�WKH�H[SODQDWLRQ�IRU�WKH�EHVW�DQVZHU�

7KH�GLUHFWLRQV�SURYLGHG�PDWFK�ZKDW�\RXŞOO�VHH�RQ�WKH�
DFWXDO�WHVW��

4
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Reading Test: Sample Questions Evidence-Based Reading and Writing 

Reading Test:
Sample Questions 

DIRECTIONS 

Each passage or pair of passages below is 
followed by a number of questions. After reading 
each passage or pair, choose the best answer 
to each question based on what is stated or 
implied in the passage or passages and in any 
accompanying graphics (such as a table or graph). 

US and World Literature Higher Text Complexity 
Passage 

This passage is adapted from David Foster Wallace, “All That.” 
©2009 by Condé Nast. 

Once when I was a little boy I received as a gift a 
toy cement mixer. It was made of wood except for 
its wheels—axles—which, as I remember, were thin 

Line metal rods. 
5 It was the same overlarge miniature as many 

other toy vehicles—about the size of a breadbox. It 
weighed three or four pounds. It was a simple toy— 
no batteries. It had a colored rope, with a yellow 
handle, and you held the handle and walked pulling 

10 the cement mixer behind you—rather like a wagon, 
although it was nowhere near the size of a wagon. 

I liked the cement mixer and played with it as 
much as or more than I played with the other toy 
vehicles I owned. At some point, several weeks or 

15 months after the holidays, however, my biological 
parents led me to believe that it was a magic and/ 
or highly unusual cement mixer. Probably my 
mother told me this in a moment of adult boredom 
or whimsy, and then my father came home from 

20 work and joined in, also in a whimsical way. The 
magic—which my mother likely reported to me 
from her vantage on our living room’s sofa, while 
watching me pull the cement mixer around the room 
by its rope, idly asking me if I was aware that it had 

25 magical properties, no doubt making sport of me 
in the bored half-cruel way that adults sometimes 
do with small children, playfully telling them things 
that they pass off to themselves as “tall tales” or 
“childlike inventions,” unaware of the impact those 

30 tales may have (since magic is a serious reality for 
small children). The “magic” was that, unbeknown to 
me, as I happily pulled the cement mixer behind me, 
the mixer’s main cylinder or drum—the thing that, 
in a real cement mixer, mixes the cement; I do not 

know the actual word for it—rotated, went around 35 
and around on its horizontal axis, just as the drum on 
a real cement mixer does. It did this, my mother said, 
only when the mixer was being pulled by me and 
only, she stressed, when I wasn’t looking. She insisted 

40  on this part, and my father later backed her up: the 
magic was not just that the drum of a solid wood 
object without batteries rotated but that it did so only 
when unobserved, stopping whenever observed. If, 
while pulling, I turned to look, my parents somberly 

45  maintained, the drum magically ceased its rotation. 
How was this? I never, even for a moment, doubted 
what they’d told me. This is why it is that adults 
and even parents can, unwittingly, be cruel: they 
cannot imagine doubt’s complete absence. They 

50  have forgotten. 
The point was that months were henceforward 

spent by me trying to devise ways to catch the drum 
rotating. Evidence bore out what they had told me: 
turning my head obviously and unsubtly around 

55  always stopped the rotation of the drum. I also tried 
sudden whirls. I tried having someone else pull the 
cement mixer. I tried incremental turns of the head 
while pulling (“incremental” meaning turning my 
head at roughly the rate of a clock’s minute hand). 

60  I tried peering through a keyhole as someone else 
pulled the cement mixer. Even turning my head at 
the rate of the hour hand. I never doubted—it didn’t 
occur to me. The magic was that the mixer seemed 
always to know. I tried mirrors—first pulling the 

65  cement mixer straight toward a mirror, then through 
rooms that had mirrors at the periphery of my vision, 
then past mirrors hidden such that there was little 
chance that the cement mixer could even “know” that 
there was a mirror in the room. My strategies became 

70  very involved. I was in kindergarten and home half 
the day. The seriousness with which I tried must have 
caused my parents no little anguish of conscience. 

1 
The main purpose of the second paragraph 
(lines 5-11) is to 
A) describe the toy cement mixer.
B) list the narrator’s favorite toys.
C) show that simple toys are as fun as

complicated ones.
D) explain why the narrator liked the toy

cement mixer.

5
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(YLGHQFH�%DVHG�5HDGLQJ�DQG�:ULWLQJ̞Reading Test: Sample Questions

Content: Rhetoric/Analyzing purpose 

Focus: Students must determine the most likely 
purpose of a particular part of a text. 

Key: A Estimated Difficulty: Easy 

Choice A LV�WKH�EHVW�DQVZHU�EHFDXVH�WKH�VHFRQG�
SDUDJUDSK�SULPDULO\�RƬHUV�D�GHVFULSWLRQ�RI�WKH�
WR\�FHPHQW�PL[HU��,Q�WKH�SDUDJUDSK��WKH�QDUUDWRU�
GHVFULEHV�WKH�VL]H��DSSHDUDQFH��DQG�PHFKDQLVPV�RI�
WKH�WR\��QRWLQJ��IRU�H[DPSOH��WKDW�LW�ZDV�ŠDERXW�WKH�
VL]H�RI�D�EUHDGER[�š�KDG�ŠD�FRORUHG�URSH��ZLWK�D�\HOORZ�
KDQGOH�š�DQG�ZDV�SXOOHG�ŠUDWKHU�OLNH�D�ZDJRQ�š�

Choice B LV�LQFRUUHFW�EHFDXVH�DOWKRXJK�WKH�QDUUDWRU�
UHIHUV�LQ�WKH�VHFRQG�SDUDJUDSK�WR�ŠPDQ\�RWKHU�WR\�
YHKLFOHVš�DQG�FRPSDUHV�WKH�WR\�FHPHQW�PL[HU�WR�D�
ZDJRQ��KH�GRHV�QRW�OLVW�KLV�WR\V�RU�LQGLFDWH�ZKLFK�
WR\V�ZHUH�KLV�IDYRULWHV��

Choice C LV�LQFRUUHFW�EHFDXVH�DOWKRXJK�WKH�QDUUDWRU�
VWDWHV�LQ�WKH�VHFRQG�SDUDJUDSK�WKDW�WKH�WR\�FHPHQW�
PL[HU�ZDV�ŠD�VLPSOH�WR\�š�KH�GRHV�QRW�FRPSDUH�LW�
WR�FRPSOLFDWHG�WR\V�RU�LQGLFDWH�WKDW�VLPSOH�WR\V�
DQG�FRPSOLFDWHG�WR\V�DUH�HTXDOO\�IXQ�WR�SOD\�ZLWK��

Choice D LV�LQFRUUHFW�EHFDXVH�DOWKRXJK�WKH�
QDUUDWRU�GHVFULEHV�LQ�WKH�VHFRQG�SDUDJUDSK�
WKH�VL]H��DSSHDUDQFH��DQG�PHFKDQLVPV�RI�
WKH�WR\�FHPHQW�PL[HU��KH�GRHV�QRW�H[SODLQ�
ZK\�WKH�PL[HU�DSSHDOHG�WR�KLP��

2 
The narrator’s interest in trying to see the 
toy cement mixer’s drum rotate can best be 
described as 
A) momentary.
B) satisfying.
C) reluctant.
D) intense.

Content: Information and Ideas/Reading closely/ 
Determining implicit meanings 

Focus: Students must draw a logical conclusion from 
a text. 

Estimated Difficulty: HardKey: D 

Choice D LV�WKH�EHVW�DQVZHU�EHFDXVH�WKH�QDUUDWRU�
GHVFULEHV�KLV�QXPHURXV�DWWHPSWV�WR�VHH�WKH�WR\�
FHPHQW�PL[HUŞV�GUXP�URWDWH��WKH�ŠPRQWKVš�KH�VSHQW�
RQ�WKLV�WDVN��DQG�WKH�ŠVHULRXVQHVV�ZLWK�ZKLFK�>KH@�
WULHGš�WR�FRPSOHWH�WKH�WDVN��

Choice A LV�LQFRUUHFW�EHFDXVH�WKH�QDUUDWRU�LQGLFDWHV�
WKDW�KH�VSHQW�ŠPRQWKV�����WU\LQJ�WR�GHYLVH�ZD\V�WR�
FDWFK�WKH�GUXP�URWDWLQJ�š�

Choice B LV�LQFRUUHFW�EHFDXVH�WKH�QDUUDWRU�GHVFULEHV�
DV�XQLQWHQWLRQDOO\�FUXHO�KLV�ELRORJLFDO�SDUHQWVŞ�
FODLP�WKDW�WKH�WR\�FHPHQW�PL[HUŞV�GUXP�URWDWHG�DQG�
LQGLFDWHV�WKDW�KLV�SDUHQWV�PXVW�KDYH�H[SHULHQFHG�
ŠQR�OLWWOH�DQJXLVK�RI�FRQVFLHQFHš�DIWHU�VHHLQJ�KRZ�
HDUQHVWO\�KH�EHOLHYHG�WKH�FODLP��

Choice C LV�LQFRUUHFW�EHFDXVH�WKH�QDUUDWRUŞV�LQWHUHVW�
LQ�VHHLQJ�WKH�GUXP�URWDWH�ZDV�VR�FRPSHOOLQJ�WKDW�KH�
VSHQW�ŠPRQWKV�… WU\LQJ�WR�GHYLVH�ZD\V�WR�FDWFK�WKH�
GUXP�URWDWLQJš�DQG�EHFDXVH�WKHUH�LV�QR�HYLGHQFH�
LQ�WKH�SDVVDJH�WKDW�WKH�QDUUDWRU�IHOW�DQ\�UHOXFWDQFH�
DERXW�WKH�WDVN�KH�KDG�VHW�IRU�KLPVHOI��

3 
Which choice provides the best evidence for the 
answer to the previous question? 
A) Lines 31-37 (“The ‘magic’ … does”)
B) Lines 43-45 (“If … rotation”)
C) Lines 47-49 (“This … absence”)
D) Lines 51-53 (“The point … rotating”)

Content: Information and Ideas/Citing textual 
evidence 

Focus: Students must cite the textual evidence that 
best supports a given point. 

Estimated Difficulty: MediumKey: D 

Choice D LV�WKH�EHVW�DQVZHU�EHFDXVH�LQ�WKLV�VHQWHQFH��
WKH�QDUUDWRU�VWDWHV�WKDW�DIWHU�EHLQJ�WROG�E\�KLV�
ELRORJLFDO�SDUHQWV�WKDW�WKH�WR\�FHPHQW�PL[HUŞV�GUXP�
ZRXOG�RQO\�URWDWH�ZKHQ�KH�ZDV�SXOOLQJ�WKH�PL[HU�DQG�
ZKHQ�KH�ZDV�QRW�ORRNLQJ�DW�LW��KH�VSHQW�ŠPRQWKV�Ŧ�
WU\LQJ�WR�GHYLVH�ZD\V�WR�FDWFK�WKH�GUXP�URWDWLQJ�š�
That the narrator devoted a long period of time to 
numerous attempts to see the drum rotating suggests 
WKDW�KLV�LQWHUHVW�LQ�VHHLQJ�LW�URWDWH�ZDV�YHU\�VWURQJ��

Choice A LV�LQFRUUHFW�EHFDXVH�WKLV�VHQWHQFH�UHYHDOV�
RQO\�WKDW�WKH�QDUUDWRUŞV�ELRORJLFDO�SDUHQWV�WROG�KLP�
WKDW�WKH�WR\�FHPHQW�PL[HUŞV�GUXP�ZRXOG�PDJLFDOO\�
URWDWH�DV�WKH�QDUUDWRU�SXOOHG�WKH�PL[HU��7KH�
VHQWHQFH�GRHV�QRW�VKRZ�WKDW�WKH�QDUUDWRUŞV�LQWHUHVW�
LQ�VHHLQJ�WKH�GUXP�URWDWH�ZDV�YHU\�VWURQJ��

Choice B LV�LQFRUUHFW�EHFDXVH�WKLV�VHQWHQFH�UHYHDOV�
RQO\�WKDW�WKH�QDUUDWRUŞV�ELRORJLFDO�SDUHQWV�WROG�KLP�
WKDW�WKH�WR\�FHPHQW�PL[HUŞV�GUXP�ZRXOG�VWRS�LWV�
PDJLFDO�URWDWLRQ�ZKHQHYHU�WKH�QDUUDWRU�ORRNHG�DW�
LW��7KH�VHQWHQFH�GRHV�QRW�VKRZ�WKDW�WKH�QDUUDWRUŞV�
LQWHUHVW�LQ�VHHLQJ�WKH�GUXP�URWDWH�ZDV�YHU\�VWURQJ��

6
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Writing and Language Test Overview Evidence-Based Reading and Writing 

Choice C LV�LQFRUUHFW�EHFDXVH�WKLV�VHQWHQFH�
IRFXVHV�RQ�WKH�QDUUDWRUŞV�FODLP�WKDW�SDUHQWV�FDQ�EH�
XQLQWHQWLRQDOO\�FUXHO�ZKHQ�WKH\�IDLO�WR�UHDOL]H�WKDW�
FKLOGUHQ�ZLOO�XQTXHVWLRQLQJO\�EHOLHYH�ZKDW�WKH\�VD\��
$OWKRXJK�WKH�VHQWHQFH�VXJJHVWV�WKDW�WKH�QDUUDWRU�GLG�
QRW�GRXEW�KLV�ELRORJLFDO�SDUHQWVŞ�FODLP�WKDW�WKH�WR\�
FHPHQW�PL[HU�ZDV�PDJLFDO��LW�GRHV�QRW�FRQYH\�WKH�
VWUHQJWK�RI�KLV�LQWHUHVW�LQ�VHHLQJ�WKH�GUXP�URWDWH��

4 
As used in line 52, “catch” most nearly means 
A) overtake.
B) receive.
C) witness.
D) meet with.

Content: Information and Ideas/Interpreting words 
and phrases in context 

Focus: Students must determine the meaning of a 
word in context. 

Estimated Difficulty: MediumKey: C 

Choice C LV�WKH�EHVW�DQVZHU�EHFDXVH�LW�LV�FOHDU�
IURP�WKLV�FRQWH[W�WKDW�DV�D�FKLOG��WKH�QDUUDWRU�WULHG�
WR�ILQG�ZD\V�WR�witness��RU�REVHUYH��WKH�WR\�FHPHQW�
PL[HUŞV�GUXP�URWDWLQJ��

Choice A LV�LQFRUUHFW�EHFDXVH�LW�GRHV�QRW�PDNH�
VHQVH�LQ�WKLV�FRQWH[W�WR�VD\�WKDW�DV�D�FKLOG��
WKH�QDUUDWRU�WULHG�WR�ILQG�ZD\V�WR�overtake��RU�
SK\VLFDOO\�FDWFK�XS�ZLWK�DQG�SDVV��WKH�WR\�FHPHQW�
PL[HUŞV�GUXP�URWDWLQJ��

Choice B LV�LQFRUUHFW�EHFDXVH�LW�GRHV�QRW�PDNH�VHQVH�
LQ�WKLV�FRQWH[W�WR�VD\�WKDW�DV�D�FKLOG��WKH�QDUUDWRU�
WULHG�WR�ƮQG�ZD\V�WR�receive��RU�WDNH�SRVVHVVLRQ�RI��
WKH�WR\�FHPHQW�PL[HUŞV�GUXP�URWDWLQJ��

Choice D LV�LQFRUUHFW�EHFDXVH�LW�GRHV�QRW�PDNH�
VHQVH�LQ�WKLV�FRQWH[W�WR�VD\�WKDW�DV�D�FKLOG��WKH�
QDUUDWRU�WULHG�WR�ILQG�ZD\V�WR�meet with WKH�WR\�
FHPHQW�PL[HUŞV�GUXP�URWDWLQJ��

Writing and Language 
Test Overview 
,Q�WKH�:ULWLQJ�DQG�/DQJXDJH�7HVW��\RXŞOO�EH�DVNHG�WR�
PDNH�UHYLVLRQ�DQG�HGLWLQJ�GHFLVLRQV�WR�LPSURYH�WKH�WH[W�
ZLWKLQ�D�SDVVDJH��

� Total questions: ���SDVVDJH�EDVHG�UHYLVLRQ�DQG
HGLWLQJ�TXHVWLRQV�ZLWK�PXOWLSOH�FKRLFH�UHVSRQVHV

� Time allotted: ���PLQXWHV

� &DOFXODWRUV�PD\�QRW�EH�XVHG�RU�EH�RQ�\RXU�GHVN�

About the Passages
:ULWLQJ�DQG�/DQJXDJH�7HVW�SDVVDJHV�UDQJH�LQ�OHQJWK�IURP�
DERXW�����WR�����ZRUGV��DQG�WKH\�DUH�ZHOO�ZULWWHQ�SLHFHV�
FRYHULQJ�WRSLFV�UHODWHG�WR�FDUHHUV��KLVWRU\�VRFLDO�VWXGLHV��
WKH�KXPDQLWLHV��DQG�VFLHQFH��$V�LQ�WKH�5HDGLQJ�7HVW��VRPH�
SDVVDJHV�DUH�DFFRPSDQLHG�E\�LQIRUPDWLRQDO�JUDSKLFV�
VXFK�DV�WDEOHV��JUDSKV��DQG�FKDUWV��VRPH�TXHVWLRQV�
UHTXLUH�\RX�WR�UHYLVH�RU�HGLW�D�SDVVDJH�LQ�UHODWLRQ�WR�WKH�
LQIRUPDWLRQ�FRQYH\HG�JUDSKLFDOO\���$JDLQ��PDWKHPDWLFDO�
FRPSXWDWLRQ�LV�QRW�UHTXLUHG�WR�DQVZHU�WKHVH�TXHVWLRQV���

Tips for the Writing and Language Test
7KH�WHVW�FRPSULVHV�D�VHULHV�RI�SDVVDJHV�DQG�DVVRFLDWHG�
PXOWLSOH�FKRLFH�TXHVWLRQV�WKDW�SXW�\RX�LQ�WKH�UROH�RI�
VRPHRQH�UHYLVLQJ�RU�HGLWLQJ�WKH�ZRUN�RI�DQ�XQVSHFLƮHG�
ZULWHU��<RX�DUH�UHYLVLQJ�WKH�SDVVDJHV�IRU�GHYHORSPHQW��
RUJDQL]DWLRQ��DQG�HƬHFWLYH�ODQJXDJH�XVH�DV�ZHOO�DV�
HGLWLQJ�WKH�SDVVDJHV�WR�HQVXUH�WKDW�WKH\�IROORZ�WKH�
FRQYHQWLRQV�RI�VWDQGDUG�ZULWWHQ�(QJOLVK�JUDPPDU��
XVDJH��DQG�SXQFWXDWLRQ��

� 5RWH�UHFDOO�RI�ODQJXDJH�UXOHV�LVQŞW�WHVWHG��QRU�DUH
DQ\�TXHVWLRQV�EDVHG�RQ�VKRUW�VQLSSHWV�RI�WH[W�WDNHQ
RXW�RI�FRQWH[W��7KH�EHVW�DQVZHU�WR�HDFK�TXHVWLRQ
UHSUHVHQWV�KRZ�D�ZULWHU�VKRXOG�GHYHORS��RUJDQL]H�
DQG�XVH�ODQJXDJH�LQ�D�PXOWLSDUDJUDSK�SDVVDJH��<RX
DUH�GHPRQVWUDWLQJ�WKDW�\RX�FDQ�PDNH�FRQWH[W�EDVHG
LPSURYHPHQWV�WR�WKH�WH[W�

� 7KH�PRVW�FRPPRQ�IRUPDW�IRU�WKH�TXHVWLRQV�RƬHUV
three alternatives to an underlined portion of the
SDVVDJH�DORQJ�ZLWK�WKH�RSWLRQ�RI�QRW�FKDQJLQJ�WKH
SDVVDJHŞV�RULJLQDO�ZRUGLQJ��5HPHPEHU�WR�DQVZHU
WKHVH�TXHVWLRQV�LQ�WKH�FRQWH[W�RI�WKH�ZKROH�SDVVDJH�

Sample Writing and 
Language Test Materials
2Q�WKH�IROORZLQJ�SDJHV�DUH�VDPSOHV�RI�WKH�NLQGV�RI�
:ULWLQJ�DQG�/DQJXDJH�7HVW�SDVVDJHV�DQG�TXHVWLRQV�WKDW�
\RX�PD\�VHH�RQ�\RXU�WHVW��)RU�HDFK�VHW�RI�VDPSOH�PDWHULDOV��

� 5HDG�WKH�SDVVDJH�FDUHIXOO\�

� 'HFLGH�RQ�WKH�EHVW�DQVZHU�WR�HDFK�TXHVWLRQ�

� 5HDG�WKH�H[SODQDWLRQ�IRU�WKH�EHVW�DQVZHU�

2Q�WKH�DFWXDO�WHVW��WKH�SDVVDJHV�DQG�TXHVWLRQV�ZLOO�EH�LQ�
VLGH�E\�VLGH�FROXPQV��ZLWK�HDFK�SDVVDJH��VSUHDG�RYHU�
PXOWLSOH�SDJHV��LQ�WKH�OHIW�KDQG�FROXPQ�DQG�DVVRFLDWHG�
TXHVWLRQV�LQ�WKH�ULJKW�KDQG�FROXPQ��,Q�WKLV�JXLGH��
KRZHYHU��WKH�VDPSOH�TXHVWLRQV�IROORZ�WKH�SDVVDJHV��

7KH�GLUHFWLRQV�SURYLGHG�PDWFK�ZKDW�\RXŞOO�VHH�RQ�WKH�
DFWXDO�WHVW��

7
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(YLGHQFH�%DVHG�5HDGLQJ�DQG�:ULWLQJ̞Writing and Language Test: Sample Questions

Writing and Language Test: 
Sample Questions 

DIRECTIONS 

Each passage below is accompanied by a 
number of questions. For some questions, you 
will consider how the passage might be revised 
to improve the expression of ideas. For other 
questions, you will consider how the passage 
might be edited to correct errors in sentence 
structure, usage, or punctuation. A passage 
or a question may be accompanied by one or 
more graphics (such as a table or graph) that 
you will consider as you make revising and 
editing decisions. 

Some questions will direct you to an underlined 
portion of a passage. Other questions will 
direct you to a location in a passage or ask you 
to think about the passage as a whole. 

After reading each passage, choose the answer 
to each question that most effectively improves 
the quality of writing in the passage or that 
makes the passage conform to the conventions 
of standard written English. Many questions 
include a “NO CHANGE” option. Choose that 
option if you think the best choice is to leave 
the relevant portion of the passage as it is. 

Careers Passage 

Focus: Students must make revising and editing 
decisions in the context of a passage on a topic 
related to careers. 

Questions 1-4 are based on the 
following passage. 

The Online World of Job Searching 

Job search sites, websites that help job seekers find 
open positions, have grown in popularity. These sites 
typically allow users to customize their job searches 
to focus on specific industries, employers, skills, or 
geographic areas. Many job search sites have features 
such as automatic alerts that will send job seekers 

an e-mail or text message when a relevant job has 
been posted. Knowing how to use these features and 
navigate the sites makes it much easier for job seekers 
to connect with employers. 

For instance, job seekers can use a site to find 
the name of the hiring manager of a company and 
contact that manager directly. The job search website 
can also provide job seekers with valuable information 
about a company’s mission and history. This 
information will help job seekers determine whether 
the company seems like a good fit for them. 

1 

Online job sites can also make it easier for 
employers to find job seekers. Another useful feature 
of these sites is that résumés can be made searchable, 
which means that employers can use a keyword search 
to select résumés for further consideration. This is 

why 2 I’m telling you what a big deal it is for job 
seekers to include in their résumés keywords such as 
“leadership” or “CPR certification” that describe their 
skills, training, and education. 

Although job search sites can be very helpful, it’s 
important to be selective and focused while using 
them. One mistake many inexperienced, and even 
experienced, job seekers sometimes make is to apply 
for jobs that are outside of their areas of expertise. This 
mistake can result in unanswered job applications and 
wasted time for both job seekers and employers. Perhaps 

for this reason, job coaches 3 reassure their clients to 
use job search websites sparingly. They recommend that 
job seekers spend most of the time they devote to job 
hunting on other activities, such as networking, and just 
10 percent of their job-hunting time on these websites. 
4 In other words, people spend almost triple that 

amount. A recent poll conducted by Climber.com 
revealed that job seekers spend 29.94 percent of their 

8
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Writing and Language Test: Sample Questions Evidence-Based Reading and Writing 

time looking for work on these sites. 
Networking and face-to-face contact have always 

been important parts of any job search. However, 
when used strategically, job search websites can also be 
powerful tools for researching and ultimately finding 
a job. 

Which choice, if added here, would most effectively 
establish the main topic of the paragraph? 
A) Job seekers can think of job search websites as

strategic “intelligence-gathering” tools.
B) New job postings are sometimes flagged to

indicate that they’re recent additions.
C) Instead of placing an advertisement in the “help

wanted” section of a newspaper, an employer is
more likely to post on an online job site.

D) Some people use online job sites just to become
aware of job opportunities in their area, even if
they’re not actively looking for a new job.

Content: Development/Proposition 

Focus: Students must add a topic sentence to 
structure text and convey information and ideas 
clearly and effectively. 

Estimated Difficulty: HardKey: A 

Choice A LV�WKH�EHVW�DQVZHU�EHFDXVH�LW�ZRXOG�
FOHDUO\�HVWDEOLVK�WKH�PDLQ�WRSLF�RI�WKH�SDUDJUDSK��
ZD\V�WKDW�MRE�VHHNHUV�FDQ�XVH�MRE�VHDUFK�ZHEVLWHV�WR�
FROOHFW�LQIRUPDWLRQ�DERXW�MRE�RSSRUWXQLWLHV�DQG�WKH�
FRPSDQLHV�DVVRFLDWHG�ZLWK�WKHP��

Choice B LV�LQFRUUHFW�EHFDXVH�LW�ZRXOG�EHJLQ�WKH�
SDUDJUDSK�ZLWK�D�GHWDLO�WKDW�FRQWLQXHV�WKH�SUHYLRXV�
SDUDJUDSKŞV�GLVFXVVLRQ�RI�WKH�IHDWXUHV�RI�MRE�VHDUFK�
VLWHV�DQG�WKHUHIRUH�ZRXOG�QRW�FOHDUO\�HVWDEOLVK�WKH�
PDLQ�WRSLF�RI�WKH�SDUDJUDSK��

Choice C LV�LQFRUUHFW�EHFDXVH�LW�ZRXOG�EHJLQ�WKH�
SDUDJUDSK�ZLWK�D�VWDWHPHQW�DERXW�HPSOR\HUV�DQG�
MRE�VHDUFK�VLWHV�WKDW�LV�ODUJHO\�LUUHOHYDQW�WR�WKH�IRFXV�
RI�WKH�SDUDJUDSK�DQG�WKHUHIRUH�ZRXOG�QRW�FOHDUO\�
HVWDEOLVK�WKH�PDLQ�WRSLF�RI�WKH�SDUDJUDSK��

Choice D LV�LQFRUUHFW�EHFDXVH�LW�ZRXOG�EHJLQ�WKH�
SDUDJUDSK�ZLWK�D�ORRVHO\�UHODWHG�GHWDLO�DERXW�KRZ�
VRPH�SHRSOH�XVH�MRE�VHDUFK�VLWHV�DQG�WKHUHIRUH�ZRXOG�
QRW�FOHDUO\�HVWDEOLVK�WKH�PDLQ�WRSLF�RI�WKH�SDUDJUDSK��

2 
A) NO CHANGE
B) it’s so huge
C) it’s important
D) I cannot overemphasize how crucial it is

Content: Effective language use/Style and tone 

Focus: Students must revise text as necessary to 
ensure consistency of style and tone within a text. 

Estimated Difficulty: EasyKey: C 

Choice C LV�WKH�EHVW�DQVZHU�EHFDXVH�ŠLWŞV�
LPSRUWDQWš�LV�FRQVLVWHQW�ZLWK�WKH�HVWDEOLVKHG�
VW\OH�DQG�WRQH�RI�WKH�SDVVDJH��ZKLFK�LV�LQ�WKH�WKLUG�
SHUVRQ�DQG�SURYLGHV�LQIRUPDWLRQ�IRUPDOO\�DQG�
GLUHFWO\��ZLWKRXW�H[DJJHUDWLRQ��

Choice A LV�LQFRUUHFW�EHFDXVH�Š,ŞP�WHOOLQJ�\RX�ZKDW�
D�ELJ�GHDO�LW�LVš�YDULHV�IURP�WKH�HVWDEOLVKHG�VW\OH�DQG�
WRQH�RI�WKH�SDVVDJH�E\�VKLIWLQJ�IURP�WKLUG�WR�ƮUVW�
SHUVRQ�DQG�E\�XVLQJ�RYHUO\�FDVXDO�ODQJXDJH�WKDW�
VXJJHVWV�H[DJJHUDWLRQ��

Choice B LV�LQFRUUHFW�EHFDXVH�ŠLWŞV�VR�KXJHš�YDULHV�
IURP�WKH�HVWDEOLVKHG�VW\OH�DQG�WRQH�RI�WKH�SDVVDJH�
E\�XVLQJ�RYHUO\�FDVXDO�ODQJXDJH�WKDW�VXJJHVWV�
H[DJJHUDWLRQ��

Choice D LV�LQFRUUHFW�EHFDXVH�Š,�FDQQRW�
RYHUHPSKDVL]H�KRZ�FUXFLDO�LW�LVš�YDULHV�IURP�WKH�
HVWDEOLVKHG�VW\OH�DQG�WRQH�RI�WKH�SDVVDJH�E\�VKLIWLQJ�
IURP�WKLUG�WR�ƮUVW�SHUVRQ�DQG�E\�XVLQJ�ODQJXDJH�WKDW�
VXJJHVWV�H[DJJHUDWLRQ��

3 
A) NO CHANGE
B) encourage
C) energize
D) provoke

Content: Effective language use/Precision 

Focus: Students must revise text as needed to 
improve the exactness and content appropriateness 
of word choice. 

Estimated Difficulty: MediumKey: B 

Choice B LV�WKH�EHVW�DQVZHU�EHFDXVH�ŠHQFRXUDJHš�
LV�D�FRQWH[WXDOO\�DSSURSULDWH�ZD\�WR�LQGLFDWH�WKDW�
MRE�FRDFKHV�DUH�RƬHULQJ�WKHLU�FOLHQWV�DGYLFH�DERXW�
KRZ�EHVW�WR�XVH�MRE�VHDUFK�ZHEVLWHV��

9

1 
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(YLGHQFH�%DVHG�5HDGLQJ�DQG�:ULWLQJ̞Writing and Language Test: Sample Questions

Choice A LV�LQFRUUHFW�EHFDXVH�ZKLOH�ŠUHDVVXUHš�
GRHV�RƬHU�VRPH�VHQVH�RI�MRE�FRDFKHVŞ�HQFRXUDJLQJ�
UROH�LQ�WKLV�FRQWH[W��LW�ZRXOG�EH�DZNZDUG�DQG�
XQFRQYHQWLRQDO�WR�VD\�WKDW�MRE�FRDFKHV�UHDVVXUH�
WKHLU�FOLHQWV�WR�XVH�MRE�VHDUFK�ZHEVLWHV�VSDULQJO\��

Choice C LV�LQFRUUHFW�EHFDXVH�ZKLOH�ŠHQHUJL]Hš�
GRHV�RƬHU�VRPH�VHQVH�RI�MRE�FRDFKHVŞ�HQFRXUDJLQJ�
UROH�LQ�WKLV�FRQWH[W��LW�ZRXOG�EH�DZNZDUG�DQG�
XQFRQYHQWLRQDO�WR�VD\�WKDW�MRE�FRDFKHV�HQHUJL]H�
WKHLU�FOLHQWV�WR�XVH�MRE�VHDUFK�ZHEVLWHV�VSDULQJO\��

Choice D LV�LQFRUUHFW�EHFDXVH�LW�ZRXOG�EH�DZNZDUG�
DQG�XQFRQYHQWLRQDO�WR�VD\�WKDW�MRE�FRDFKHV�ŠSURYRNHš�
WKHLU�FOLHQWV�WR�XVH�MRE�VHDUFK�ZHEVLWHV�VSDULQJO\��

4 
A) NO CHANGE
B) Because of this,
C) In reality,
D) For example,

Content: Organization/Introductions, conclusions, and 
transitions 

Focus: Students must revise text as needed to ensure 
that a transition phrase is used effectively to connect 
information and ideas. 

Estimated Difficulty: MediumKey: C 

Choice C LV�WKH�EHVW�DQVZHU�EHFDXVH�ŠLQ�UHDOLW\š�
HƬHFWLYHO\�FRQWUDVWV�WKH�UHFRPPHQGDWLRQ�LQ�WKH�

SUHYLRXV�VHQWHQFH��ŠWKDW�MRE�VHHNHUV�VSHQG�Ŧ�
MXVW����SHUFHQW�RI�WKHLU�MRE�KXQWLQJ�WLPH�RQ�WKHVH�
ZHEVLWHVš��ZLWK�WKH�PXFK�KLJKHU�DPRXQW�SHRSOH�
DFWXDOO\�VSHQG��ŠDOPRVW�WULSOH�š�Š������SHUFHQWš��
SUHVHQWHG�LQ�WKLV�DQG�WKH�QH[W�VHQWHQFH��

Choice A LV�LQFRUUHFW�EHFDXVH�ŠLQ�RWKHU�ZRUGVš�
LPSURSHUO\�VHWV�XS�D�UHVWDWHPHQW��VRPHWKLQJ�VDLG�
LQ�D�GLƬHUHQW��RIWHQ�VLPSOHU�ZD\�WKDQ�SUHYLRXVO\��
DQG�GRHV�QRW�FRQYH\�WKH�QHFHVVDU\�FRQWUDVW�
EHWZHHQ�WKH�UHFRPPHQGHG�DPRXQW�RI�WLPH�MRE�
VHHNHUV�VKRXOG�VSHQG�RQ�MRE�VHDUFK�ZHEVLWHV��ŠMXVW�
���SHUFHQW�RI�WKHLU�MRE�KXQWLQJ�WLPHš��DQG�WKH�PXFK�
KLJKHU�DPRXQW�SHRSOH�DFWXDOO\�VSHQG��ŠDOPRVW�
WULSOH�š�Š������SHUFHQWš���

Choice B LV�LQFRUUHFW�EHFDXVH�ŠEHFDXVH�RI�WKLVš�
VXJJHVWV�DQ�LOORJLFDO�FDXVH�HƬHFW�UHODWLRQVKLS�DQG�
GRHV�QRW�FRQYH\�WKH�QHFHVVDU\�FRQWUDVW�EHWZHHQ�WKH�
UHFRPPHQGHG�DPRXQW�RI�WLPH�MRE�VHHNHUV�VKRXOG�
VSHQG�RQ�MRE�VHDUFK�ZHEVLWHV��ŠMXVW����SHUFHQW�
RI�WKHLU�MRE�KXQWLQJ�WLPHš��DQG�WKH�PXFK�KLJKHU�
DPRXQW�SHRSOH�DFWXDOO\�VSHQG��ŠDOPRVW�WULSOH�š�
Š������SHUFHQWš���

Choice D LV�LQFRUUHFW�EHFDXVH�ŠIRU�H[DPSOHš�VHWV�
XS�DQ�H[DPSOH�WKDW�GRHV�QRW�DFWXDOO\�DSSHDU�LQ�
WKH�VHQWHQFH�DQG�GRHV�QRW�FRQYH\�WKH�QHFHVVDU\�
FRQWUDVW�EHWZHHQ�WKH�UHFRPPHQGHG�DPRXQW�RI�WLPH�
MRE�VHHNHUV�VKRXOG�VSHQG�RQ�MRE�VHDUFK�ZHEVLWHV�
�ŠMXVW����SHUFHQW�RI�WKHLU�MRE�KXQWLQJ�WLPHš��DQG�
WKH�PXFK�KLJKHU�DPRXQW�SHRSOH�DFWXDOO\�VSHQG�
�ŠDOPRVW�WULSOH�š�Š������SHUFHQWš���

10
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Math Test Overview Math 

Math
7KH�0DWK�7HVW�HYDOXDWHV�\RXU�DELOLW\�WR�VROYH�SUREOHPV�
DQG�XVH�DSSURSULDWH�DSSURDFKHV�DQG�WRROV�VWUDWHJLFDOO\��
,W�PHDVXUHV�PDWK�VNLOOV�DFURVV�WKUHH�DUHDV��

� +HDUW�RI�$OJHEUD

� 3UREOHP�6ROYLQJ�DQG�'DWD�$QDO\VLV

� 3DVVSRUW�WR�$GYDQFHG�0DWK��WKHVH�TXHVWLRQV
UHTXLUH�WKH�PDQLSXODWLRQ�RI�FRPSOH[�HTXDWLRQV

Math Test Overview 
7KH�0DWK�7HVW�LQFOXGHV�D�SRUWLRQ�WKDW�DOORZV�WKH�XVH�
RI�D�FDOFXODWRU�DQG�D�SRUWLRQ�WKDW�GRHV�QRW��

� 7RWDO�TXHVWLRQV����

� ���PXOWLSOH�FKRLFH�TXHVWLRQV

� ��VWXGHQW�SURGXFHG�UHVSRQVH�TXHVWLRQV

� 7LPH�DOORWWHG�IRU�0DWK�7HVW�ś�1R�&DOFXODWRU�
���PLQXWHV

� 7LPH�DOORWWHG�IRU�0DWK�7HVW�ś�&DOFXODWRU�
���PLQXWHV

6RPH�TXHVWLRQV�DUH�OLNH�WKRVH�\RX�PD\�KDYH�VHHQ�LQ�
\RXU�PDWK�FRXUVHV��7KH�DELOLW\�WR�UHDVRQ�ORJLFDOO\�LQ�D�
YDULHW\�RI�VLWXDWLRQV��LQFOXGLQJ�RQHV�UHODWHG�WR�FDUHHU��
VFLHQFH��DQG�VRFLDO�VWXGLHV��LV�WHVWHG�WKURXJKRXW��<RX�
ZLOO�DOVR�HQFRXQWHU�DW�OHDVW�WKUHH�VHWV�RI�TXHVWLRQV�WKDW�
LQFOXGH�PRUH�WKDQ�RQH�TXHVWLRQ�DERXW�D�JLYHQ�VFHQDULR��

Tips for the Math Test 
� )DPLOLDUL]H�\RXUVHOI�ZLWK�WKH�GLUHFWLRQV�DKHDG

RI�WLPH�  
� <RX�GRQŞW�KDYH�WR�PHPRUL]H�IRUPXODV��&RPPRQO\

XVHG�IRUPXODV�DUH�SURYLGHG�LQ�WKH�WHVW�ERRNOHW�DW
WKH�EHJLQQLQJ�RI�HDFK�SRUWLRQ�RI�WKH�0DWK�7HVW�
2WKHU�IRUPXODV�WKDW�DUH�QHHGHG�DUH�SURYLGHG�LQ�WKH
WHVW�TXHVWLRQV�WKHPVHOYHV��,WŞV�XS�WR�\RX�WR�GHFLGH
ZKLFK�IRUPXOD�LV�DSSURSULDWH�WR�D�TXHVWLRQ�

� 5HDG�WKH�SUREOHP�FDUHIXOO\��/RRN�IRU�NH\�ZRUGV
WKDW�WHOO�\RX�ZKDW�WKH�SUREOHP�LV�DVNLQJ��$VN
\RXUVHOI�WKH�IROORZLQJ�TXHVWLRQV�EHIRUH�\RX�VROYH
HDFK�SUREOHP��:KDW�LV�WKH�TXHVWLRQ�DVNLQJ"
:KDW�GR�,�NQRZ"

� :LWK�VRPH�SUREOHPV��LW�PD\�EH�XVHIXO�WR�GUDZ�D
VNHWFK�RU�GLDJUDP�RI�WKH�JLYHQ�LQIRUPDWLRQ�

� 8VH�WKH�WHVW�ERRNOHW�IRU�VFUDWFK�ZRUN��<RXŞUH�QRW
H[SHFWHG�WR�GR�DOO�WKH�UHDVRQLQJ�DQG�ƮJXULQJ�LQ
\RXU�KHDG��<RX�ZRQŞW�UHFHLYH�FUHGLW�IRU�DQ\WKLQJ
ZULWWHQ�LQ�WKH�ERRNOHW��EXW�\RXŞOO�EH�DEOH�WR�FKHFN
\RXU�ZRUN�HDVLO\�ODWHU�

� ,Q�WKH�SRUWLRQ�RI�WKH�WHVW�WKDW�DOORZV�FDOFXODWRU�XVH�
EH�VWUDWHJLF�ZKHQ�FKRRVLQJ�WR�XVH�\RXU�FDOFXODWRU�
�6HH�Š&DOFXODWRU�7LSVš�RQ�WKH�QH[W�SDJH��

� (OLPLQDWH�FKRLFHV��,I�\RX�GRQŞW�NQRZ�WKH�FRUUHFW
DQVZHU�WR�D�TXHVWLRQ��WU\�VRPH�RI�WKH�FKRLFHV�
,WŞV�VRPHWLPHV�HDVLHU�WR�ƮQG�WKH�ZURQJ�DQVZHUV
WKDQ�WKH�FRUUHFW�RQH��2Q�VRPH�TXHVWLRQV��\RX�FDQ
HOLPLQDWH�DOO�WKH�LQFRUUHFW�FKRLFHV��5HPHPEHU
WKDW�\RX�ZRQŞW�ORVH�SRLQWV�IRU�LQFRUUHFW�DQVZHUV�
VR�SODQ�WR�PDNH�\RXU�EHVW�JXHVV�LI�\RX�GRQŞW
NQRZ�WKH�DQVZHU�

� &KHFN�\RXU�DQVZHU�WR�PDNH�VXUH�LWŞV�D�UHDVRQDEOH
UHSO\�WR�WKH�TXHVWLRQ�DVNHG��7KLV�LV�HVSHFLDOO\
WUXH�IRU�VWXGHQW�SURGXFHG�UHVSRQVH�TXHVWLRQV�
ZKHUH�QR�DQVZHU�FKRLFHV�DUH�JLYHQ�

� $OO�ƮJXUHV�DUH�GUDZQ�WR�VFDOH�XQOHVV
RWKHUZLVH�LQGLFDWHG�

Tips for Student-Produced
Response Questions
� 5HYLHZ�WKH�GLUHFWLRQV�RQ�SDJH����IRU�JULGGLQJ�WKH

VWXGHQW�SURGXFHG�UHVSRQVH�TXHVWLRQV��

� .QRZ�WKH�UXOHV�IRU�JULGGLQJ�PL[HG�QXPEHUV�DQG
UHSHDWLQJ�GHFLPDOV�EHIRUH�WDNLQJ�WKH�WHVW�

� &KHFN�\RXU�ZRUN�LI�\RXU�DQVZHU�GRHVQŞW�ƮW�RQ
WKH�JULG��,I�\RX�REWDLQ�D�QHJDWLYH�YDOXH�RU�D�YDOXH
JUHDWHU�WKDQ�������\RX�KDYH�PDGH�DQ�HUURU�

� $�]HUR�FDQQRW�EH�JULGGHG�LQ�WKH�OHIWPRVW�FROXPQ

RI�WKH�DQVZHU�JULG��)RU�H[DPSOH��LI�\RXU�DQVZHU

LV�������\RX�PXVW�JULG�����RU�FRQYHUW�LW�WR�WKH

IUDFWLRQ� ��

� $�IUDFWLRQ�GRHV�QRW�KDYH�WR�EH�UHGXFHG�XQOHVV

LW�ZLOO�QRW�ILW�RQ�WKH�JULG��)RU�H[DPSOH��LI�  is

WKH�FRUUHFW�DQVZHU�WR�D�TXHVWLRQ��ERWK�

DUH�FRQVLGHUHG�FRUUHFW�DQG�GR�QRW�QHHG�WR�EH�

UHGXFHG�EHIRUH�\RX�HQWHU�WKHP�LQ�WKH�JULG��

Calculator Policy
� <RX�PD\�QRW�VKDUH�FDOFXODWRUV�

� <RX�ZLOO�EH�GLVPLVVHG�DQG�\RXU�VFRUHV�ZLOO�EH
FDQFHOHG�LI�\RX�XVH�\RXU�FDOFXODWRU�WR�VKDUH
information during the test or to remove test
TXHVWLRQV�RU�DQVZHUV�IURP�WKH�WHVWLQJ�URRP�

11



��������36$7����̞Student Guide

 

  �
�

  �
�

�
�

�

  �
�

�

  �
�
�

�

  �
�

�
�

  �
�
�

�

�
�

  �

  �
�

�

 

  �

�
�

�
�

�

0DWK̞Math Test Overview

Calculator Tips Unacceptable Calculators
� 5HPHPEHU�WR�EULQJ�\RXU�FDOFXODWRU�RQ�WHVW�GD\� 'R�127�EULQJ�WKHVH�W\SHV�RI�FDOFXODWRUV�WR�WKH�

<RX�VKRXOG�EH�IDPLOLDU�ZLWK�KRZ�WR�XVH�WKH� WHVW��XQOHVV�DSSURYHG�E\�WKH�VFKRRO�WR�XVH�DV�DQ�
FDOFXODWRU�\RX�EULQJ�WR�WKH�WHVW�� DFFRPPRGDWLRQ���

� 0DNH�VXUH�\RXU�FDOFXODWRU�LV�LQ�JRRG�ZRUNLQJ
RUGHU�DQG�WKDW�LWV�EDWWHULHV�DUH�IUHVK��,I�\RXU
FDOFXODWRU�IDLOV�GXULQJ�WHVWLQJ�DQG�\RX�KDYH�QR
EDFNXS��\RX�ZLOO�KDYH�WR�FRPSOHWH�WKH�WHVW�ZLWKRXW
LW��RU�FDQFHO�\RXU�VFRUHV�IRU�WKH�HQWLUH�WHVW��

� 'RQŞW�EX\�DQ�H[SHQVLYH��VRSKLVWLFDWHG�FDOFXODWRU
MXVW�WR�WDNH�WKH�WHVW��$OWKRXJK�\RX�FDQ�XVH�WKHP
IRU�WKH�WHVW��PRUH�VRSKLVWLFDWHG�FDOFXODWRUV�DUH
QRW�UHTXLUHG�IRU�DQ\�SUREOHP�

� 'RQŞW�WU\�WR�XVH�D�FDOFXODWRU�RQ�HYHU\�TXHVWLRQ�LQ
WKH�FDOFXODWRU�SRUWLRQ��)LUVW��GHFLGH�KRZ�\RXŞOO
VROYH�WKH�SUREOHP��DQG�WKHQ�GHFLGH�ZKHWKHU�WR
XVH�WKH�FDOFXODWRU��7KH�FDOFXODWRU�LV�PHDQW�WR
KHOS�\RX�VROYH�SUREOHPV��QRW�WR�JHW�LQ�WKH�ZD\�

� $OO�TXHVWLRQV�LQ�WKH�FDOFXODWRU�SRUWLRQ�FDQ�EH
DQVZHUHG�ZLWKRXW�D�FDOFXODWRU��EXW�IRU�VRPH
TXHVWLRQV�D�FDOFXODWRU�PD\�EH�KHOSIXO��/RRN�ƮUVW
IRU�DOJHEUD�VWUXFWXUHV�WR�VROYH�SUREOHPV�EHIRUH
UHDFKLQJ�IRU�\RXU�FDOFXODWRU�

� $QVZHU�WKH�0DWK�7HVW�ś�&DOFXODWRU�SUDFWLFH
TXHVWLRQV�ZLWK�D�FDOFXODWRU�DW�KDQG��7KLV�ZLOO�KHOS
\RX�SUDFWLFH�GHWHUPLQLQJ�ZKLFK�W\SHV�RI�TXHVWLRQV
\RX�VKRXOG�XVH�\RXU�FDOFXODWRU�WR�DQVZHU�

� /DSWRSV�RU�RWKHU�FRPSXWHUV��WDEOHWV��FHOO�SKRQHV�
or smartphones

� 0RGHOV�WKDW�FDQ�DFFHVV�WKH�LQWHUQHW�RU�KDYH
ZLUHOHVV��%OXHWRRWK��FHOOXODU��DXGLR�YLGHR
UHFRUGLQJ�DQG�SOD\LQJ��FDPHUD��RU�DQ\�RWKHU
VPDUWSKRQH�W\SH�IHDWXUHV

� 0RGHOV�WKDW�KDYH�D�W\SHZULWHU�OLNH�NH\SDG��SHQ�
LQSXW��RU�VW\OXV

� 0RGHOV�WKDW�XVH�HOHFWULFDO�RXWOHWV��PDNH�QRLVH��RU
use paper tape

,Q�DGGLWLRQ��WKH�XVH�RI�KDUGZDUH�SHULSKHUDOV�VXFK�DV�
D�VW\OXV�ZLWK�DQ�DSSURYHG�FDOFXODWRU�LV�QRW�SHUPLWWHG��
6RPH�PRGHOV�ZLWK�WRXFK�VFUHHQ�FDSDELOLW\�DUH�QRW�
SHUPLWWHG��H�J���&DVLR�&ODVV3DG���&KHFN�WKH�OLVW�RI�
DFFHSWDEOH�FDOFXODWRUV��RQ�WKH�QH[W�SDJH��IRU�PRGHOV�
WKDW�DUH�SHUPLWWHG��

12
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Acceptable Calculators Math 

Acceptable Calculators 
$OO�TXHVWLRQV�RQ�WKH�0DWK�7HVW�ś�&DOFXODWRU�SRUWLRQ�
FDQ�EH�VROYHG�ZLWKRXW�D�FDOFXODWRU��EXW�\RX�PD\�ƮQG�
XVLQJ�D�FDOFXODWRU�KHOSIXO�RQ�VRPH�TXHVWLRQV��$�
VFLHQWLƮF�RU�JUDSKLQJ�FDOFXODWRU�LV�UHFRPPHQGHG��

&DOFXODWRUV�SHUPLWWHG�GXULQJ�WHVWLQJ�DUH��

� 0RVW�JUDSKLQJ�FDOFXODWRUV��VHH�EHORZ�

� $OO�VFLHQWLƮF�FDOFXODWRUV

� )RXU�IXQFWLRQ�FDOFXODWRUV��QRW�UHFRPPHQGHG�

,I�\RX�EULQJ�D�FDOFXODWRU�ZLWK�ODUJH�FKDUDFWHUV����LQFK�
KLJK�RU�PRUH��RU�D�UDLVHG�GLVSOD\�WKDW�PLJKW�EH�YLVLEOH�
WR�RWKHU�VWXGHQWV��WKH�WHVW�VXSHUYLVRU�PD\�VHDW�\RX�LQ�
D�ORFDWLRQ�ZKHUH�RWKHU�VWXGHQWV�FDQQRW�YLHZ�WKH�ODUJH�
RU�UDLVHG�GLVSOD\��

<RX�VKRXOG�EH�IDPLOLDU�ZLWK�WKH�RSHUDWLRQ�RI�\RXU�
FDOFXODWRU�DQG�NQRZ�ZKHQ�WKH�FDOFXODWRU�FDQ�EH�
XVHG�HƬHFWLYHO\��

The following graphing calculators are permitted: 

Casio Hewlett-Packard 
HP-9G 
HP-28 series 
HP-38G 
HP-39 series 
HP-40 series 
HP-48 series 
HP-49 series 
HP-50 series 
HP Prime 

Other 
Datexx DS-883 
Micronta 
Smart2 

Radio Shack 
EC-4033 
EC-4034 
EC-4037 

Sharp 
EL-5200 
EL-9200 series 
EL-9300 series 
EL-9600 series* 
EL-9900 series 

Texas Instruments  
TI-73 
TI-80 
TI-81 
TI-82 
TI-83 
TI-83 Plus 
TI-83 Plus Silver 
TI-84 Plus 
TI-84 Plus CE 
TI-84 Plus Silver 
TI-84 Plus C Silver 
TI-84 Plus T 
TI-84 Plus CE-T 
TI-85 
TI-86 
TI-89 
TI-89 Titanium 
TI-Nspire 
TI-Nspire CX 
TI-Nspire CM-C 
TI-Nspire CAS 
TI-Nspire CX CAS 
TI-Nspire CM-C CAS 
TI-Nspire CX-C CAS 

FX-6000 series 
FX-6200 series 
FX-6300 series 
FX-6500 series 
FX-7000 series 
FX-7300 series 
FX-7400 series 
FX-7500 series 
FX-7700 series 
FX-7800 series 
FX-8000 series 
FX-8500 series 
FX-8700 series 
FX-8800 series 
FX-9700 series 
FX-9750 series 
FX-9860 series 

CFX-9800 series 
CFX-9850 series 
CFX-9950 series 
CFX-9970 series 
FX 1.0 series 
Algebra FX 2.0 series 
FX-CG-10 
FX-CG-20 series 
FX-CG-50 
FX-CG-500* 
Graph 25 series 
Graph 35 series 
Graph 75 series 
Graph 95 series 
Graph 100 series 

7KH�XVH�RI�WKH�VW\OXV�LV�QRW�SHUPLWWHG��

Sample Math Test Materials
2Q�WKH�IROORZLQJ�SDJHV�DUH�VDPSOHV�RI�WKH�NLQGV�RI�
0DWK�7HVW�ś�1R�&DOFXODWRU�DQG�0DWK�7HVW�ś�&DOFXODWRU�
TXHVWLRQV�WKDW�PD\�DSSHDU�RQ�\RXU�WHVW��)RU�WKHVH�
VDPSOH�PDWHULDOV��

� 5HYLHZ�WKH�QRWHV�DQG�UHIHUHQFH�PDWHULDOV�

� 'HFLGH�RQ�WKH�EHVW�DQVZHU�WR�HDFK
PXOWLSOH�FKRLFH�TXHVWLRQ�

� 5HDG�WKH�H[SODQDWLRQ�IRU�WKH�EHVW
DQVZHU�WR�HDFK�TXHVWLRQ�

7KH�QRWHV�DQG�UHIHUHQFH�PDWHULDOV�ZLOO�DSSHDU�DW�
WKH�EHJLQQLQJ�RI�ERWK�SRUWLRQV�RQ�WKH�DFWXDO�WHVW��
7KH�H[SODQDWLRQ�RI�WKH�VWXGHQW�SURGXFHG�UHVSRQVHV�
ZLOO�DSSHDU�LQ�ERWK�SRUWLRQV�RI�WKH�DFWXDO�WHVW��EXW�
RQO\�RQFH�LQ�WKHVH�VDPSOH�PDWHULDOV��SDJH������7KH�
GLUHFWLRQV�SURYLGHG�KHUH�PDWFK�ZKDW�\RX�ZLOO�VHH�RQ�
WKH�DFWXDO�WH[W��

13
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0DWK̞Math Test – No Calculator: Sample Questions

Math Test – No Calculator: Sample Questions 
DIRECTIONS 

For questions 1-2, solve each problem, choose the best answer from the choices provided, and fill in the 
corresponding circle on your answer sheet. For question 3, solve the problem and enter your answer in the grid 
on the answer sheet. Please refer to the directions before question 3 on how to enter your answers in the grid. 
You may use any available space in your test booklet for scratch work. 

NOTES 

1. The use of a calculator is not permitted.

2. All variables and expressions used represent real numbers unless otherwise indicated.

3. Figures provided in this test are drawn to scale unless otherwise indicated.

4. All figures lie in a plane unless otherwise indicated.

5. Unless otherwise indicated, the domain of a given function f is the set of all real numbers x for which f(x)
is a real number. 

REFERENCE 

The number of degrees of arc in a circle is 360.  

The number of radians of arc in a circle is 2π.  

The sum of the measures in degrees of the angles of a triangle is 180.  

14
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A) (6)(4 + 9) + 8t = 126
B) 9(t + 4) + 6(8) = 126
C) 6(9) + 8(t + 4) = 126
D) (9 + 4 + t)(6 + 8) = 126
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Math Test – No Calculator: Sample Questions Math 

1 2 
A banquet hall is divided into two sections that both 
have tables with chairs arranged around them. In the 
smaller section, there are 9 tables with 6 chairs each. 
In the larger section, there are currently 4 tables with 
8 chairs each. More tables, each with 8 chairs, will 
be added to this larger section so that there will be 
126 total chairs in the banquet hall. Which equation 
could be used to determine how many more tables, 
t, each with 8 chairs, are needed in the larger section? 

Content: Heart of Algebra/Linear equations in one 
variable 

Focus: Students must interpret a given scenario and 
create an equation in one variable to represent the 
scenario. 

No Calculator 

Estimated Difficulty: MediumKey: C 

Choice C LV�FRUUHFW��7KH�VPDOOHU�VHFWLRQ�RI�WKH�
EDQTXHW�KDOO�KDV���WDEOHV�ZLWK���FKDLUV�HDFK��VR�
WKH�WRWDO�QXPEHU�RI�FKDLUV�LQ�WKDW�VHFWLRQ�LV���������
,Q�WKH�ODUJHU�VHFWLRQ��WKHUH�DUH�FXUUHQWO\���WDEOHV�
and t PRUH�ZLOO�EH�DGGHG��VR�WKH�WRWDO�QXPEHU�RI�
WDEOHV�ZLOO�EH ��,I�HDFK�RI�WKHVH�WDEOHV�KDV���
FKDLUV��WKH�QXPEHU�RI�FKDLUV�LQ�WKH�ODUJHU�VHFWLRQ�LV�

��7KH�WRWDO�QXPEHU�RI�FKDLUV�LQ�WKH�EDQTXHW�
KDOO�FDQ�EH�IRXQG�E\�DGGLQJ�WKH�QXPEHU�RI�FKDLUV�LQ�
WKH�VPDOOHU�VHFWLRQ�WR�WKH�QXPEHU�RI�FKDLUV�LQ�WKH�
ODUJHU�VHFWLRQ��DQG�LW�LV�JLYHQ�WKDW�WKH�WRWDO�QXPEHU�
RI�FKDLUV�LQ�WKH�EDQTXHW�KDOO�LV������VR�WKH�HTXDWLRQ�

LV�WKH�FRUUHFW�DQVZHU��

Choice A LV�LQFRUUHFW��7KLV�DQVZHU�LV�WKH�UHVXOW�RI�
FRUUHFWO\�LGHQWLI\LQJ�WKDW�HDFK�QHZ�WDEOH��t��ZLOO�
KDYH���FKDLUV�DQG�WKDW�HDFK�RI�WKH���WDEOHV�LQ�WKH�
VPDOOHU�VHFWLRQ�ZLOO�KDYH���FKDLUV��EXW�LQFRUUHFWO\�
FDOFXODWLQJ�WKDW�HDFK�RI�WKH���WDEOHV�FXUUHQWO\�LQ�WKH�
ODUJHU�VHFWLRQ�KDV���FKDLUV��UDWKHU�WKDQ�WKH�FRUUHFW�
QXPEHU�RI���FKDLUV�HDFK��

Choice B LV�LQFRUUHFW��7KLV�DQVZHU�LV�WKH�UHVXOW�RI�
ƮQGLQJ�WKH�SURGXFW�RI�WKH�QXPEHU�RI�WDEOHV�LQ�HDFK�
VHFWLRQ�DQG�DGGLQJ�LW�WR�WKH�SURGXFW�RI�WKH�QXPEHU�
RI�FKDLUV�DW�D�WDEOH�LQ�HDFK�VHFWLRQ��

Choice D LV�LQFRUUHFW��7KLV�DQVZHU�LV�WKH�UHVXOW�
RI�PXOWLSO\LQJ�WKH�WRWDO�QXPEHU�RI�WDEOHV�LQ�WKH�
EDQTXHW�KDOO�E\�WKH�VXP�RI�WKH�QXPEHU�RI�FKDLUV�DW�
HDFK�VL]H�RI�WDEOH��

The amount of energy used by a light, in kilowatt-
hours, is calculated by multiplying the number of 
kilowatts of the light’s bulb by the number of hours 
the light is on. The expression 0.075x + 0.060y 
represents the total amount of energy used by two 
different lights, A and B, where x is the number 
of hours Light A is on and y is the number of 
hours Light B is on. What does 0.075 represent in 
the expression? 
A) Light A has a 0.075 kilowatt bulb in it.
B) Light A has a 75 kilowatt bulb in it.
C) Light B has a 0.075 kilowatt bulb in it.
D) Light B has a 75 kilowatt bulb in it.

Content: Passport to Advanced Math/Nonlinear 
functions 

Focus: Students must demonstrate conceptual 
understanding and interpret the meaning of a 
constant in terms of the given context. 

No Calculator 

Estimated Difficulty: MediumKey: A 

Choice A LV�FRUUHFW��7KH�JLYHQ�H[SUHVVLRQ�
UHSUHVHQWV�WKH�WRWDO�DPRXQW�RI�HQHUJ\��LQ�NLORZDWW�
KRXUV��XVHG�E\�WKH�WZR�OLJKWV��$�DQG�%��%HFDXVH�
x UHSUHVHQWV�WKH�QXPEHU�RI�KRXUV�WKDW�/LJKW�
$�LV�RQ�������x UHSUHVHQWV�WKH�WRWDO�QXPEHU�RI�
NLORZDWW�KRXUV�XVHG�E\�/LJKW�$��7KHUHIRUH��LW�
IROORZV�WKDW�WKH�FRHƱFLHQW���������PXVW�UHSUHVHQW�
WKH�QXPEHU�RI�NLORZDWWV�RI�/LJKW�$ŞV�EXOE��

Choice B LV�LQFRUUHFW��7KLV�DQVZHU�PD\�EH�WKH�
UHVXOW�RI�FRUUHFWO\�LGHQWLI\LQJ�WKDW�WKH�FRHƱFLHQW�
DVVRFLDWHG�ZLWK�WKH�YDULDEOH�x is related to the 
HQHUJ\�RXWSXW�RI�/LJKW�$ŞV�EXOE��KRZHYHU��WKH�
FRHƱFLHQW�KDV�EHHQ�HUURQHRXVO\�PXOWLSOLHG�
E\��������

Choice C LV�LQFRUUHFW��7KLV�DQVZHU�PD\�EH�WKH�UHVXOW�
RI�HUURQHRXVO\�DVVLJQLQJ�x WR�EH�WKH�QXPEHU�RI�
KRXUV�WKDW�/LJKW�%�LV�RQ��x LV�DFWXDOO\�GHƮQHG�LQ�WKH�
TXHVWLRQ�DV�WKH�QXPEHU�RI�KRXUV�WKDW�/LJKW�$�LV�RQ��

Choice D LV�LQFRUUHFW��7KLV�DQVZHU�PD\�EH�WKH�UHVXOW�
RI�ERWK�HUURQHRXVO\�DVVLJQLQJ�x WR�EH�WKH�QXPEHU�RI�
KRXUV�WKDW�/LJKW�%�LV�RQ��LQVWHDG�RI�/LJKW�$��DQG�DOVR�
HUURQHRXVO\�PXOWLSO\LQJ�WKH�FRHƱFLHQW�E\��������

15
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      2Acceptable ways to grid  are: 3 

. 

2 
/ 
. 

/
/
. 

3 

. 

1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
66 
7777777 
8888888 
9 

0 
1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
66 
7777777 
8888888 
9 

0 
1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
66 
7777777 
8888888 
9 

0 
1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
66 
7777777 
8888888 
9 

. 6 6 6 

. 
/ 
. 

/
. . 

1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
66 
7777777 
8888888 
9 

0 
1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7777777 
8888888 
9 

0 
1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7777777 
8888888 
9 

0 
1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7777777 
8888888 
9 

. 6 6 7 

. 
/ 
. 

/
. . 

1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
66 
7777777 
8888888 
9 

0 
1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7777777 
8888888 
9 

0 
1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7777777 
8888888 
9 

0 
1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
66 
7 
8888888 
9 

Write 
answer 
in boxes. 

Grid in 
result. 

7Answer: Answer:  2.512 

7 / 1 2 
/ /

. . . . 
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1 1 1 1 
2 2 2 2 
3 3 3 3 
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8 8 8 8 
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line 

Decimal 
point 
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Answer:  201 – either position is correct 
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NOTE: You 
may start your 
answers in any 
column, space 
permitting. 
Columns you 
don’t need to 
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0DWK̞Math Test – No Calculator: Sample Questions

DIRECTIONS 

For question 3, solve the problem and enter your 
answer in the grid, as described below, on the  
answer sheet. 

NOTES 

1. Although not required, it is suggested that you
write your answer in the boxes at the top of the 
columns to help you fill in the circles accurately.
You will receive credit only if the circles are filled in
correctly.

2. Mark no more than one circle in any column.

3. No question has a negative answer.

4. Some problems may have more than one correct
answer. In such cases, grid only one answer.

5. Mixed numbers such as must be gridded as 3.5

or 7/2. (If  is entered into the grid, it will be 

interpreted as

/

. .

/

 , not )

6. Decimal answers: If you obtain a decimal answer
with more digits than the grid can accommodate, it
may be either rounded or truncated, but it must fill
the entire grid.

3 
2x + 3y = 14 

3x = y + 10 
If (x, y) satisfies the system of equations above,  
what is the value of y?  
There are many approaches to solve the system given.  
One approach is to rewrite the second equation as  
y = 3x – 10 and to substitute this value of y into the  
first equation. This yields 2x + 3(3x – 10) = 14, which  
can be rewritten as 11x – 30 = 14. Adding 30 to both  
sides and then dividing by 11 gives x = 4. If this value  
of x is substituted into the equation y = 3x – 10, it  
results in y = 12 – 10 = 2. Therefore, the solution (x, y)  
to the system of equations is (4, 2) and the value of y  
in the solution is 2.  

Content: Heart of Algebra/Systems of two linear 
equations in two variables 

Focus: Students must demonstrate fluency in solving 
systems of equations in two variables. 

Estimated Difficulty: MediumKey: 2 

16

use should be 
left blank. 



Student Guide 2017-18 PSAT 8/9 

" r h cbw 
30° 

60° 45° 

45° 

2x x s s√2 

b a sx√3 
2 1 2A = pr A = "w A = 2 bh c  = a2 + b2 Special Right Triangles 

C = 2pr 

r 
r 

r 

w w 
hh hh 

" " 
4 3 1 V = "wh V = pr2h V = pr V = pr2h3 3 3V = 1 "wh

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Math Test – Calculator: Sample Questions Math 

Math Test – Calculator: Sample Questions 
DIRECTIONS 

For questions 1-3, solve each problem, choose the best answer from the choices provided, and fill in the 
corresponding circle on your answer sheet. For question 4, solve the problem and enter your answer in the grid 
on the answer sheet. Please refer to the directions before question 4 on how to enter your answers in the grid. 
You may use any available space in your test booklet for scratch work. 

NOTES 

1. The use of a calculator is permitted.

2. All variables and expressions used represent real numbers unless otherwise indicated.

3. Figures provided in this test are drawn to scale unless otherwise indicated.

4. All figures lie in a plane unless otherwise indicated.

5. Unless otherwise indicated, the domain of a given function f is the set of all real numbers x for which f(x)
is a real number.

REFERENCE 

The number of degrees of arc in a circle is 360.  

The number of radians of arc in a circle is 2π.  

The sum of the measures in degrees of the angles of a triangle is 180.  

17
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0DWK̞Math Test – Calculator: Sample Questions

1 
A real estate broker earns a fixed percentage of 
the selling price of a house as a commission. The 
broker sold a house for $278,000 and earned a 
commission of $16,680. What would the broker’s 
commission be on a house that sells for $324,000? 
A) $14,311
B) $19,440

Questions 2 and 3 refer to the 
following information. 
The scatterplot below shows the relationship 
between the speed of a certain vehicle, in miles per 
hour, and its fuel economy, in miles per gallon. 

Vehicle Fuel Economy versus Speed 
60 
50 

0 10 20  30  40  50  60  70  80 

Fu
el 
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s p
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n)
 

40 
30 
20 
10 

C) $46,000
D) $62,680

Content: Problem Solving and Data Analysis/Ratios, 
rates, proportional relationships, and units 

0Focus: Students must use a proportional relationship 
between two variables to solve a multistep problem 
in an applied scenario. Speed (miles per hour) 
No Calculator 

2Estimated Difficulty: EasyKey: B 

Choice B LV�FRUUHFW��7KH�UDWH�RI�WKH�FRPPLVVLRQ�
FDQ�EH�IRXQG�E\�VHWWLQJ�XS�D�SURSRUWLRQ�FRPSDULQJ�
WKH�FRPPLVVLRQ�RQ�HDFK�VDOH�WR�WKH�VHOOLQJ�SULFH�RI�

HDFK�KRXVH� ��&URVV�PXOWLSO\LQJ�

SURGXFHV�WKH�HTXDWLRQ� ��
ZKLFK�UHVXOWV�LQ�x  ���������7KHUHIRUH��WKH�DPRXQW�
RI�FRPPLVVLRQ�WKDW�ZLOO�EH�HDUQHG�IRU�D�KRXVH�ZLWK�
D�VHOOLQJ�SULFH�RI����������LV����������

Choice A LV�LQFRUUHFW��7KLV�DQVZHU�PD\�EH�
WKH�UHVXOW�RI�LQFRUUHFWO\�VHWWLQJ�XS�WKH�

proportion as  ���VROYLQJ�

����������������� ��������x��DQG�WKHQ�URXQGLQJ�

WKH�DQVZHU�GRZQ�WR����������

Choice C LV�LQFRUUHFW��7KLV�DQVZHU�PD\�EH�WKH�
UHVXOW�RI�QRW�XVLQJ�D�SURSRUWLRQ��EXW�LQVWHDG�
ƮQGLQJ�WKH�GLƬHUHQFH�LQ�WKH�WZR�VHOOLQJ�SULFHV��
\LHOGLQJ���������ś��������� ���������

Choice D LV�LQFRUUHFW��7KLV�DQVZHU�PD\�EH�WKH�UHVXOW�
RI�QRW�XVLQJ�D�SURSRUWLRQ��EXW�LQVWHDG�VXEWUDFWLQJ�
WKH�WZR�VHOOLQJ�SULFHV����������ś��������� ���������
DQG�WKHQ�DGGLQJ�WKH�FRPPLVVLRQ�IURP�WKH�ƮUVW�VDOH�
����������������� ����������

Based on the scatterplot, over which speed 
intervals, in miles per hour, does the relationship 
between the speed and fuel economy appear to 
be negative? 
A) 5–25 and 40–50
B) 15–35 and 40–50
C) 20–35, 40–55, and 60–75
D) 25–40, 50–55, and 60–75

Content: Problem Solving and Data Analysis/ Two-
variable data: models and scatterplots 

Focus: Students must carefully inspect the scatterplot 
to determine the interval of speed that meets the 
required criteria. 

Estimated Difficulty: MediumKey: D 

Choice D LV�FRUUHFW��7KH�UHODWLRQVKLS�LV�QHJDWLYH�
ZKHQ�WKH�y�YDOXHV�FRQVLVWHQWO\�GHFUHDVH�DV�
the x�YDOXHV�LQFUHDVH��9LVXDO�LQVSHFWLRQ�RI�WKH�
VFDWWHUSORW�VKRZV�D�QHJDWLYH�UHODWLRQVKLS�IRU�WKH�
GDWD�SRLQWV�RYHU�WKH�IROORZLQJ�VSHHG�LQWHUYDOV��
���WR��������WR�����DQG����WR����PLOHV�SHU�KRXU��

Choice A LV�LQFRUUHFW��7KLV�DQVZHU�FRUUHVSRQGV�
WR�LQWHUYDOV�RI�VSHHG�RYHU�ZKLFK�WKH�UHODWLRQVKLS�
EHWZHHQ�WKH�VSHHG�DQG�IXHO�HFRQRP\�DSSHDUV�WR�
EH�SRVLWLYH��

Choice B LV�LQFRUUHFW��7KLV�DQVZHU�
FRUUHVSRQGV�WR�LQWHUYDOV�RI�VSHHG�RYHU�ZKLFK�
WKH�UHODWLRQVKLS�EHWZHHQ�WKH�VSHHG�DQG�
IXHO�HFRQRP\�LV�QRW�DOZD\V�QHJDWLYH��

18
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    f (x) = 4 − x and g (x) = 2x2 − 1
   f (1) – g (1)

 

 

  f (x) = 4 – x
 f (1)

 f (1) = 4 – 1 = 3   
   g (x) = 2x2 – 1   g (1) = 2(1)2 – 1 = 1  

  f (1) – g (1) = 3 – 1 = 2

Choice C LV�LQFRUUHFW��7KLV�DQVZHU�FRUUHVSRQGV�
WR�LQWHUYDOV�RI�VSHHG�RYHU�ZKLFK�WKH�UHODWLRQVKLS�
EHWZHHQ�WKH�VSHHG�DQG�IXHO�HFRQRP\�LV�QRW�
DOZD\V�QHJDWLYH��

Based on the trend in the data shown for a car 
traveling between 5 and 20 miles per hour, which 
of the following is the best estimate of the fuel 
economy, in miles per gallon, for the vehicle when 
it travels 17 miles per hour? 
A) 48
B) 44
C) 40
D) 36

Content: Problem Solving and Data Analysis/ Two-
variable data: models and scatterplots 

Focus: Students must estimate a line of best fit for 
a given interval and then use the line to make a 
prediction about a value within the interval. 

Calculator 

Estimated Difficulty: MediumKey: B 

Choice B LV�FRUUHFW��)URP�YLVXDO�LQVSHFWLRQ�RI�D�
SODXVLEOH�OLQH�RI�EHVW�ƮW�LQ�WKH�LQWHUYDO�RI���WR����
PLOHV�SHU�KRXU��PSK���WKH�VWXGHQW�FDQ�GHWHUPLQH�
WKDW�WKH�EHVW�HVWLPDWH�RI�WKH�IXHO�HFRQRP\�DW����PSK�
ZLOO�EH�JUHDWHU�WKDQ����PLOHV�SHU�JDOORQ��PSJ��DQG�
OHVV�WKDQ����PSJ��ZKLFK�OHDYHV����PSJ�DV�WKH�EHVW�
HVWLPDWH�DPRQJ�WKH�JLYHQ�FKRLFHV��

Choice A LV�LQFRUUHFW��7KH�GDWD�SRLQWV�RYHU�WKH�
LQWHUYDO�IURP���WR����PLOHV�SHU�KRXU��PSK��KDYH�
D�SRVLWLYH�OLQHDU�WUHQG��7KLV�PHDQV�WKDW�RYHU�WKLV�
LQWHUYDO��DV�WKH�VSHHG�LQFUHDVHV��WKH�IXHO�HFRQRP\�
DOVR�LQFUHDVHV��6LPLODUO\��DV�WKH�VSHHG�GHFUHDVHV��
WKH�IXHO�HFRQRP\�DOVR�GHFUHDVHV��7KH�GDWD�SRLQW�DW�
���PSK�FRUUHVSRQGV�WR�D�IXHO�HFRQRP\�RI����PLOHV�
SHU�JDOORQ��PSJ���7KHUHIRUH��EDVHG�RQ�WKH�OLQH�RI�EHVW�
ƮW�IRU�WKH�LQWHUYDO�IURP���WR����PSK��LW�LV�OLNHO\�WKDW�
WKH�IXHO�HFRQRP\�FRUUHVSRQGLQJ�WR�D�GDWD�SRLQW�DW�
���PSK�ZRXOG�EH�ORZHU�WKDQ����PSJ��

Math Test – Calculator: Sample Questions Math 

Choice C LV�LQFRUUHFW��7KH�GDWD�SRLQWV�RYHU�WKH�
LQWHUYDO�IURP���WR����PLOHV�SHU�KRXU��PSK��KDYH�
D�SRVLWLYH�OLQHDU�WUHQG��7KLV�PHDQV�WKDW�RYHU�WKLV�
LQWHUYDO��DV�WKH�VSHHG�LQFUHDVHV��WKH�IXHO�HFRQRP\�
DOVR�LQFUHDVHV��7KH�GDWD�SRLQW�DW����PSK�FRUUHVSRQGV�
WR�D�IXHO�HFRQRP\�WKDW�LV�MXVW�RYHU����PLOHV�SHU�JDOORQ�
�PSJ���7KHUHIRUH��EDVHG�RQ�WKH�OLQH�RI�EHVW�ƮW�IRU�WKH�
LQWHUYDO�IURP���WR����PSK��LW�LV�OLNHO\�WKDW�WKH�IXHO�
HFRQRP\�FRUUHVSRQGLQJ�WR�D�GDWD�SRLQW�DW����PSK�
ZRXOG�EH�KLJKHU�WKDQ����PSJ��

Choice D LV�LQFRUUHFW��7KH�GDWD�SRLQWV�RYHU�WKH�
LQWHUYDO�IURP���WR����PLOHV�SHU�KRXU��PSK��KDYH�
D�SRVLWLYH�OLQHDU�WUHQG��7KLV�PHDQV�WKDW�RYHU�
WKLV�LQWHUYDO��DV�WKH�VSHHG�LQFUHDVHV��WKH�IXHO�
HFRQRP\�DOVR�LQFUHDVHV��7KH�GDWD�SRLQW�DW����PSK�
FRUUHVSRQGV�WR�D�IXHO�HFRQRP\�WKDW�LV�MXVW�RYHU����
PLOHV�SHU�JDOORQ��PSJ���7KHUHIRUH��EDVHG�RQ�WKH�
OLQH�RI�EHVW�ƮW�IRU�WKH�LQWHUYDO�IURP���WR����PSK��LW�LV�
OLNHO\�WKDW�WKH�IXHO�HFRQRP\�FRUUHVSRQGLQJ�WR�D�GDWD�
SRLQW�DW����PSK�ZRXOG�EH�KLJKHU�WKDQ����PSJ�DQG�
FRQVHTXHQWO\�KLJKHU�WKDQ����PSJ��

For question 4, VROYH�WKH�SUREOHP�DQG�HQWHU�\RXU�
DQVZHU�LQ�WKH�JULG��DV�GHVFULEHG�RQ�SDJH�����

If , what is the value 
of ? 

Content: Passport to Advanced Math/Nonlinear 
functions 

Focus: Students must use function notation to solve a 
conceptual problem. 

Calculator 

Estimated Difficulty: HardKey: 2 

The problem states that . The value of 
 can be found by substituting x = 1 into the 

expression for f (x), so . It is also 
stated that , and so . 
It follows, then, that . 

19
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